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Meet Our Guest Editor 


Mr. Bimal Kumar Datta, guest editor for the Special Tagore Centenary Number 
of THE INDIAN LIBRARIAN-is the Librarian of the Visva-Bharti University, 
Santiniketan, West Bengal, India founded by the Poet Rabindranath Tagore. 


Mr. Datta took his M.A. 
degree in Ancient Indian History 
and Culture from the Calcutta Uni- 
versity in 1944. In 1945 he worked 
under Dr. Mortimer Wheeler, the 
then Director General of Indian 
Archaeological Survey of India 
on the Arikamedu Excavation 
(S. India). In 1948 he received the 
Diploma ia Librarianship (Calcutta 
University) and joined the Visva- 
Bharati. In 1952, being selected 
by the Government of India asa 
senior fellow he joined the South 
East Asia Library Seminar held in 
Australia. Later in 1952 he went 
to the United States on a Fulbright 
and Smith Mundt Award and 
completed a special course at the 
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Post Graduate School of Library Science, Columbia University, New York. He 
has studied in and toured extensively in U. K., U. S. A. and Australian Uni- 


versity Libraries. 


Mr. Datta is an honorary Adhyapaka of the Visva-Bharati Univer- 
sity and takes classes on History of Indian Art and Library Administration. 


Mr. Datta is the author of : 


Granthagar (Bengali) 
Bharat Silpa (Bengali) 


Bharat Silpa (Hindi) 
Bengal Temples (English) 


SPP Pp 


Granthagarer Rup O Vikash (Bengali) 


A Practical Guide to Library Procedure (English) 
Pustakalaya ‘aryapadhati ka Vyavaharik Gnan (Hindi) 


and many articles in the leading journals, 
Mr. Datta is now working on the project — “‘Libraries and Librarian- 


ship in Ancient and Mediaeval India’. 
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GUEST EDITORIAL 


RABINDRANATH 
& 
INDIAN LIBRARY MOVEMENT 


By Bimal Kumar Datta, Librarian 
Visva-Bharati University 


Rabindranath was a versatile genius. His extraordinary versatility 
branches into every department of human culture. He was a poet, novelist, 
actor, musician, a producer and a prominent figure in the national and social 
life. As an educationalist and aa apostle of the unity of the Kast and West 
he made Visva-Bharati, a centre of international culture. As a cultural 
ambassador he travelled the world-over and thus raised the prestige of India. 
As a seer he interpreted Indian religions and philosophical ideas to the West. 
His genius, thus, touched all most all spheres of our national life and rejuve- 
nated them with new tune, energy and hope. 

Like the other chapters of the Indian life and culture, library move- 
ment, as a part of our educational process, received the due attention of the 
poet and was nourished by his guidance, advice and sympathetic attitude. He 
realised fully well the importance of library to drive away illiteracy and to 
dissiminate knowledge, like a prophet of the new education he tried to under- 
stand the nature and character of a library, the duties of a librarian and fune- 
tions of a library. Sympathetically he tried to solve their problems through 
his thoughtful writings. 

His thoughtful writings, minute analysis and dynamic ideas enriched 
the profession and strengthened the library movement of this country. During 
his foreign travel he closely observed the functions of the foreign libraries and 
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collected from their gardens new ideas and practical thoughts for his country 
which he distributed through his facile pen. He created the Visva-Bharati 
library, one of the premier libraries of India. 

Like a true and devoted librarian who toiled hard years-together and 
who identified himself with the work, Poet Tagore realised the true character 
of the institution. He wrote :- 


‘“‘ If one could control the agelong tumult of the ocean in such a way 
that it would remain quite like a child asleep, then that silent, uproar could 
be compared toa library. Here language remains silent, the mighty waves 
still, the deathless lustre of the human soul is here enchanted in black print 
in the prison house of paper. If of a sudden they were torise in rebellion, 
break upon the silence and make good their escape through the barrier of 
print! As many a flood lie congealed in the hard snow in the heights of the 
Himalayas, so the library encompasses within its narrow limits the mighty 
torrents of the human soul.” 

The description is unparallel in its depth of realisation and superb 
expression. It truly symbolises the institution which caters knowledge 
throughout the centuries silently and ennobles human hearts by proper distri- 
bution of the ‘‘mighty torrents of the human soul’’. It reminds us another 
parallel passage by R. W. Emerson which runs as follows :- 

“In a library we are surrounded by many hundreds of dead friends 
but they are imprisoned by an enchanter in their paper and leathern boxes.’’ 

Emerson did an excellent job but when we compare the two passages 
side by side the latter becomes very dim and colourless. 

In India most of the libraries are static and lifeless institutions. The 
total number of books accumulated and preserved are generally considered as 
the criteria to evaluate the bigness of the institution without taking note of 
the facilities and privileges offered to the readers. But this is not a fair 
attitude. It is easier to overwhelm the public mind with mere display of 
quantitative abundance. Rabindranath truly detected the defect in our system 
of evaluation which is neither helpful nor constructive and which does not 
help to fulfil the aim and objects of a library. He wrote :— 

‘“‘ Most libraries are possessed with this passion for accumulation ... 
when a millionaire comes into a gathering all vie with one another to do him 
honour, an honour not dependent on what he has to give but merely on what 
he has. Much in the same way, the bigness of all libraries is estimated by 
the number of its volumes. The facilities offered for their use that should 
have been its glory, are not deemed necessary for its pride.”’ 

According to modern trends of thought a library should be a dynamic 
and creative institution. It will not be satisfied only with quantity but will 
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try to improve quality of service. A library, in order to fulfil its purpose, 
should act accord;ng to the Sanskrit proverb ‘* Tannashyam Yannadhiyate ’’, 
that which is not read is wasted. In the words of Poet Tagore — 


But the library itself should recognise its share of responsibility in 
the matter. Because it has the books, it is incumbent on the library to get 
them read, for then only it is justified. It is not enough that it passively 
permits visitors, its invitation should be active.” 

In order to be creative the library should create readers through 
publicity, personal help and congenial atmosphere. 


“‘ That library alone can be called hospitable which shows an eager- 
ness to invite readers to the feast at its disposal. It is such hospitality that 
makes a library big, not its size. That the readers make the library is not 
the whole truth, the library likewise makes readers.’’ Rabindranath rightly 
said in the above few lines that the library should make readers by creating 
an environment suitable for the pursuit of knowledge and their greatness lies 
there. 

The success of a library depends largely on the librarian. He is the 
pilot and policy-maker. Asa result the ultimate responsibility rests on him 
— on his character, scholarship and love for the readers and books. Accord- 
ing to Rabindranath — “The worth of a librarian I should gauge by his power 
of attracting and looking after ... and of acting as the intermediary for an 
intimacy of relationship between reader and library. That is to say, on him 
is cast the burden not only of the books but of their readers as well’’. 

One of the gravest problems of our age is presented by the uncont- 
rolled learned and literary output. Never since Adam invested words and 
Cadmus devised the alphabet has so much output in black and white so ill 
understood and unread by the educated men. Librarian’s duty, to solve the 
problem, is to provide a common platform of communication for subject 
specialists. 

“The librarian’s duty should not be confined to those that he can 
gather, but he must also keep himself acquainted with all those others that 
are published from time to time, subject by subject.” Many years after Poet 
Tagore’s indication, George Leyh in his thesis — “Die Bildung des Biblio- 
thekars”’ and Prof. Dr. L. Brummel, librarian of the Royal library at the 
Hague in his lecture ‘“‘The Librarian as a Scholar’’ delivered at the University 
of London, tried to build up a harmonious combination of professional duties 
and scholarly aspirations. This is a fundamental problem which requires 
sympathetic consideration, decisive judgement and definite solution. 

Rabindranath emphatically said that a book which is not read is 
wasted. We all agree but the task has become more difficult to-day with 
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thousands of books and hundreds of periodicals. How the librarian and his 
staff can make them all useful. The Poet pointed out the following solution :- 

“Consider for instance, the case of a library which takes ina num- 
ber of periodicals, published at home and abroad. If some one on the staff 
made it his duty regularly to compile a list of the specially interesting arti- 
cles and hang it up ina conspicuous place, would then not immensely in- 
crease the chances of their being read? As it is three-fourth of them remain 
unopened, encumbering the space and burdening the sheNes as they keep on 
accumulating. The same is the case with new books.”’ 

We, librarians, of to-day fully agree with him but we also think that 
the problem has become more complex with the growth of the volume and 
variety of collections and with the tendency of centralisation. After all we 
cannot neglect the human factors. The librarians, being human beings, 
possibly cannot get acquainted with all fields of knowledge in all its variety 
and form of expressions. 

Rabindranath being conscious of the difficulties and limitations 
said :— 

“Ifa library is too big, it becomes practically impossible for the 
librarian adequately to acquire such true understanding. This is whyI feel 
that the big library can but function as a store-house and only the small one 
serve as arefectory which can furnish the wherewithal for daily sustenance 
and enjoyment.’”’ 

He further clarified the position by defining the meaning and cha- 
ractor of small library. ‘My idea of a small library is one that keeps books 
on every subject, but only select books, not one of which is there only as an 
offering of worship to Number, but each one of which stands on its own 
merits; where the librarian is a true devotee, devoid of ulterior seeking, free 
from pride in the mere loading of shelves, capable of discriminate rejection; 
a library which makes just enough provision that can be placed before its 
guests for their delectation, with a librarian who has the qualities of a host, 
not a store-keeper.”’ 

In order to make the library a success the librarian shou!d know the 
readers — their characters, social and educational back-ground and respec- 
tive aptitudes. This requires close observation, free-mixing and sympathetic 
approach. Rabindranath took a very keen interest in the growth and de- 
velopment of the Visva-Bharati library and used to visit the place often. He 
encouraged the students for coming to library and for moving freely within 
the open access stack and thus studied their respective characters. In many 
of his poems, novels and short stories he vividly described the varied types 
of readers, their characters and possibilities. We can find detailed description 
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of readers who read for sheer pleasure and also for knowledge in ‘Sonar 
Tari’ and “Bithika’’; readers with passionate zeal and love for books in 
“‘Sesher Kavita’; young wife of a middle class family reading books in her 
leisure hours in ‘“Khanika’’; professional readers in “Sonar Tari’’; college 
boys reading for examination in “Khanika”’; young and unruly readers in 
“Sishu’’ and “Chitra Vichitra’’. The lucid and vivid descriptions show the 
Poet’s keen and accurate study and his sympathetic outlook. 

Our country is a land of villages. The village people are generally 
very poor and illiterate. Like Gandhiji, Rabindranath did realise that the 
prosperity of India depends not only on the city-developments, university 
organisation or on the building of dams and factories but on the socio-econo- 
mic development of the villages. In 1915 Rabindranath started the village 
reconstruction work in Surul near Santiniketan. In 1922 Dr. L. K. Elmhirst 
joined hands to organise a full fledged Rural Reconstruction Department at 
Sriniketan. The Dept. started health centres, co-operative institutions, agri- 
culture training centre, night schools and travelling libraries. The circulatory 
library of Sriniketan is the first of its kind in Bengal and they used to send 
books to the villages through the village workers. From the book ‘‘Recons- 
truction and Education in Rural India’ by Dr. Prem Chand Lal, ex-Director 
of Sriniketan we collect the following information :— 

“The circulating library, though very small, is the first of its kind 
in Bengal. It has been mentioned elsewhere how quickly rural children fall 
back into illiteracy. The chief reason for this is the fact that they do not 
have access to any books and most of the people are too poor to buy any. 
That the rural children are keen to read is shown by the fact that 729 books 
were issued during the year 1929 and recorded as distributed in fifteen diffe- 
rent villages. Branches of this library have been opened in two other villa- 
ges, which already had small libraries of their own and with which books 
are exchanged.”’ 

The Circulatory library organised by Tagore is still serving the villa- 
ges around Santiniketan. It infused a love of books among the rural people 
and inspired the other districts of Bengal. The Government of West Bengal 
also accepted the principle by introducing Feeder Libraries in the villages. 

It is true that even to-day our profession is neither fully recognized 
by our Government nor by the society. But in 1928 in the First* All India 
Library Conference held in Calcutta, Rabindranath in his Chairmans’ address 
fully recognized the profession. He had asserted in his lectures and writings 
that “The Librarian’s work is a very important task.” His courageous and 





* Rabindranath Tagore was elected Chairman of the Reception Committee of the First 
All India Library Conference held in Calcutta in 1928, 
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bold declaration disturbed the then intellectuals who used to consider 
librarians as ledger-keepers and clerks. But since then things have changed 
and during the last twenty five years the profession in the country gained 
much ground and prestige but still when compared to the standard achieved 
in Western countries and in America it looks like a toddler. 

To sum up all the acpects of the Poet’s interest aad love for our 
work in an article is impossible. His versatile interest touched practically 
all spheres of our work. 

During the centenary year let us, the librarians of the world, receive 
new inspiration from his writings, pay homage by putting his ideas into prac- 
tice and to further the progress of our motherland through proper dissimi- 
nation oi knowledge invite new readers in the words of the Poet :— 


“If you put your ear to the conch-shel! you hear the sound of the 
sea. Do you not listen to the heart-beats of the human soul when you are 
inside a library? Here the living andthe dead live as near neighbours, 
Here thesis and anti-thesis stand side by side as brothers. Here doubt and 
faith, quest and discovery brush shoulders against each other. Here the time- 
less and the temporal live together in patient and peaceful tolerance. None 
slights the other. 

Human voice reaches us here after traversing many a river and sea 
and mountain. From far away c mes the voice, from beyond many a cen- 
tury, and says — Come here, here we are singing the hymn to the birth of 
light.”” 











MUSEUMS DIRECTORY OF 
THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA 
Edited by Erwin O. Christense. 


Washington 25, D.C.: American Association of Museums, Book Department, 
Smithsonian Institution. 1961. 587 Pages. $ 7.50. 


This is the first unique and attractive reference work covering the 
entire muesum field—ART, HISTORY, SCIENCE, & SPECIAL MUSEUMS; 
ART CENTRES AND ASSOCIATIONS; HISTORIC HOUSES AND HIS- 
TORICAL SOCIETIES; CHILDREN’S MUSEUMS; PLANETARIUMS; ZOOS, 
AQUARIUMS, BOTANICAL GARDENS, AND ARBORETUMS; AND LIB- 
RARIES WITH COLLECTIONS AND EXHIBITIONS OTHER THAN 
BOOKS. 

It includes listings for more than 3,000 institutions giving : 

Name, Address, Telephone Number: Name of Director or other Executive 
Officer; Major Collections and Special Holdings; Special Programs and Activi- 
ties; Hours of Admission; Charges; Type of Control; Types of Publications. 

Institutions are catalogued by : City and State; Chief Exccutive 
Officer, Alphabetically. 

There is an Introduction by Joseph Allen Patterson, Director, Ame: 
rican Association of Museums and a full index. 

An excellent quick reference Guide for Curators, Keepers and Direc- 
tors of Museums in India, Pakistan. Burma, Ceylon and other Asiatic coun- 
tries. 
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Towards a comprehensive Tagore bibliography 


By Benoyendra Sengupta, 4 ssistant Librarian, 
National Library, Caleutta. 


A comprehensive bibliography of India’s voluminous and versatile wri- 


ter and thought-leader, Gurudev Rabindra- 
nath Tagore, is long overdue, though steps 
in this direction have been taken on a 
piecemeal basis. 


Bibliographical attempts 

There are some ad hoc and frag- 
mentary bibliographies touching an aspect 
or other of Tagore’s writings, but no 
standard bibliography worth the name can 
be cited. In the Appendices of certain 
books on Tagore one comes across fragmen- 
tary bibiiographies, which cannot be dis- 
missed as absolutely worthless. In fact, so 
far as Tagore is concerned various biblio- 
graphical efforts have been made, sporadi- 





Benoyendra Sengupta a 
cally of course, by enthusiastic individuals and writers. 

I may attempt a running review of the important Tagore bibliogra- 
phies compiled sporadically in fragments and in the shape of Appendices to 
books on Tagore. 

The so-called bibliographies attempted so far are mostly lists 
arranged alphabetically or by the date of publication, though in some of the 
pamphlet bibliographies a bibliographical description of the various editions 
of books has been attempted. However, no complete and up-to-date biblio- 
graphy with a classified arrangement, covering all forms of graphic material- 
books, manuscripts, periodical articles, prints, etc. in different languages has 


yet been attempted. 


Subjectwise approach to Tagore 
Attempts have been made to approach Tagore subjectwise, for ex- 


ample, to list all graphic materials by Tagore for illustrating his views on a 
subject, say, education, music, literature, religious, social and political ideals 
etc. In such bibliographical endeavours we come across lists of books, 
periodical articles, lectures, talks, letters, etc. which cover the subject. Such 
bibliographies are mostly in the form of a Chapter or Appendix contained in 
a book by a writer critically exposing Tagore’s views on the particular subject 
of study. Asan example we may cite Sudhir Sen’s Rabindranath Tagore on 
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rural reconstruction, published by Visva Bharati, Calcutta in 1943. Similarly, 
we may mention Pulin Bihari Sen’s Rabindranath Tagore on education, a biblio- 
graphy (an offprint from the Visva Bharati Quarterly, 1947) 

Select and partial bibliographies 

Brajendra Nath Bandyopadhyaya’s ‘Rabindra Grantha Parichay’ 
published by Sahitya Niketan in 1942, lists select works of Tagore chronologi- 
cally by the date of publications with annotations. 

Prabhat Mukhopadhyay’s ‘Rabindra Grantha Panji’ is alsoa valu- 
able contribution. 

Pulin Bihari Sen’s Rabindranath Tagore, a bibliography of political 
writings (an offprint from Political Thought of Tagore by Sachin Sen, published 
in 1947) and Pulin Bihari Sen’s Lectures and addresses of Rabindranath Tagore 
(a reprint from The Visva Bharati Quarterly, 1958) are valuable partial biblio- 
graphies. 

Shri Pulin Sen’s bibliographical pamphlet ‘Books about Rabindranath 
Tagore’ is also a useful bibliography. 

All these can be coordinated to form a more comprehensive _biblio- 
graphy. 

Eulogies and Criticisms on Tagore 

It is interesting to come across publications like Prabhat Basu’s 
‘Rabindranama’, which lists the eulogies on Rabindranath. This book was 
published by Bookman, Calcutta, in 1947. Dr. A. K. Ohdedar’s Rabindra 
Sahitya-Samalocanardhara, though not a bibliography of the critiques or re- 
views on Tagore literature, gives an idea of such publications. This book 
was published in 1959 by Everest Book House, Calcutta. 

Bibliography of translations of Tagore’s writings 

Dr. Alexander Aronson has earned our gratitude for his “Notes on 
Rabindranath bibliography in the West’ and his ‘List of translations of Rabindra- 
nath’s work into European languages’, both of which appeared as Appendices 
to his masterly work’ “Rabindranath through western eyes’’, published by 
Kitabistan, Allahabad in 1943. Dr. Aronson has made an attempt to group 
the various books on or dealing with Rabindranath under different headings. 
He has avoided the chronological and the alphabetical order, nor has he 
classified the books according to the language in which they were written— 
because such arrangements are neither suitable nor useful for the purposes 
of a comprehensive bibliography. He has attempted to present the biblio- 
graphy under the following headings — (1) Bibliographical; (2) Biogra- 
phical; (3) Literary; (4) Religious, philosophical, etc. (5) Educational; 
(6) Political; (7) Personal meeting with Rabindranath; (8) Various essays 
on Rabindranath. 
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Another attempt by a westerner to compile a bibliography of 
Tagore’s writings in translations and in English originals is Rabindranath 
Tagore : a bibliography compiled by Ethel May Kitch and published from 
Boston by F. W. Faxon & Co. in 1922. It was also published as Oberlin 
College Library bulletin. 

Recent translations of Tagore’s writings are included in the UNESCO 
publication Index Translationum which has a Section for India where transla- 
tions from any original language published in India are listed. Indian Natio- 
nal Bibliography is also a useful source where such information can be ob- 
tained. 

Periodical articles by and on Tagore 

The writer of this article made an attempt at compiling Tagoreana, 
consisting of article (including translations of his works and individual pieces) 
by Tagore and on Tagore appearing in some select and recognised periodicals 
in foreign languages, particularly in English. This compilation froms part 
of a serialised essay ‘‘USA’s interest in Rabindranath’’ which appeared in 
Modern Review, Calcutta in August-October, 1957. 


Indexes & Glossaries 
Very recently in 1961 Calcutta Publishers have published the Ist vol- 


ume of an ambitious work called ‘Rabindra Racana Kosa’ by Chittaranjan Dev 
and Basudev Maiti with an Introduction by Suniti Kumar Chatterjee. It con- 
tains indexes of important names of places and dramatis personae, glossary of 
Sanskrit, Pali, Prakrit, Hindhi, & English works used, coinages by Tagore, 
important events of the poet’s life, etc. 

Having made a bird‘s eye survey of the important bibliographical 
attempts I may suggest an outline of what a comprehensive Tagore biblogra- 
phy should be, 

So far as the main arrangment is concerned the bibiiography should 
be classified. The classified list should be arranged on the basis of a systema- 
tic division or analysis of the subject, e. g. different approaches to Tagore, viz. 
the published bibliographies on Tagore, his biography, his views on different 
subjects like education, politics, music, sociolgy, art, etc., his interviews, lec- 
tures, addresses, letters, radio talks, etc. By classified arrangment I do not, 
however, mean to say that the bibliography must necessarily follow a standard 
scheme of classification and use its notation. There are, however, several 
difficulties connected with the preparation of classified lists, which should 
be borne in mind by the bibliographer. It is not always easy to make a sys- 
tamatic division of a given subject, and even if the theoretical division is achi- 
eved the material to be arranged does not always fit the scheme. A theoretical 
scheme may be too detailed or too general to accommodate the material. 
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These difficulties can be overcome if the bibliographer experiments 
with a sample selection of subjects that bring out all possible approaches to 


After a satisfactory subject grouping or analysis of subject interest of 
the publications listed is determined, the sub-arrangement may be alphabetical 
or the date of publication. The outline of the arrangement is suggested as 


> 


. WORKS BY TAGORE 


Collected works complete or nearly complete: 


(a) Editions in the original tongue, arranged according to the 
date of publication. 


(b) Translations into other Indian languages and into western 
and other foreign languages in different sequences arranged 
alphabetically by the name of the language. 


Smaller collections of two or more works published together : 
(a} Editions in the original tongue. 


(b) Translations into other Indian languages and into Western 
& other foreign languages in different sequences arranged 
alphabetically by the name of the language. 


Single literary works (prose, poetry including songs and drama) 
in alphabetical or chronological order : 


(a) Editions in the original tongue. 

(b) Translations into (i) Indian languages and (ii) foreign 
languages, each arranged alphabetically by the name of the 
language. 


(c) Works dealing with each single work of criticism apprecia- 
tion, interpretation, etc. under (a) and (b) 

Selections (prose, poetry, drama-short stories, poems and plays): 

(a) Editions in the original tongue. 


(b) Translations into (i) other Indian languages and (ii) foreign 
languages, each sequence being arranged alphabetically by 
the name of the language. 


Works containing Tagore’s views on different topics arranged 
according to subject : 


(a) Principal works in original tongue and their translations. 


(b) Essays, collective and individual (separately published or 
appearing in periodical articles) arranged subjectwise. 
Translations of these essays. 


(c) Lectures, Letters, Talks, Interviews. Translations of (c) 
(d) Criticism, appreciation, etc. of (a) to (c) above. 


Tagore’s voyages as a cultural ambassador and as ambassador 
of humanity. 
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TOWARDS A COMPREHENSIVE TAGORE BIBLIOGRAPHY 


7. (a) Works of other writers translated or edited by Tagore. 
(b) Introductions and appreciations written by Tagore in the 
works of other writers. 


B. WORKS ON TAGORE 
Bibliographies. 
Biographies. 
Concordances, if any. 
Books and articles dealing with Tagore and his works in general 
but not containing any continuous or considerable text. Criti- 
cal estimate of his view on different subjects. 
Portraits of Tagore. 
Obituaries and Eulogies. 
Anniversaries, Memorial Lectures and Commemoration velumes. 





CENTRIFUGAL PUMPS : SELECTION, OPERATION, 
AND MAINTENACE 


By Igor J. Karassik and Roy Carter. 
New York: F. W. Dodge Corporation. 1960. 488 p. $15.75 


This is a valuable, finger-tip reference work for plant engineers, 
mechanical engineers, pump operators, specification writers, plant designers, 
buyers, maintanance men, and anyone else concerned with the moving of 
liquids or liquified gases in bulk. : 

It describes every part of the pump, including casings, impellers, 
shafts, stuffing boxes, seals, bearings. bedplates, controls, diffusers, wearing 
rings, shaft sleeves, balancing devices, injection seals, couplings, supports, 
drivers. All materials of construction are analysed for their selection, per- 
formance, and repair. There are 575 important illustrations, including 
photographs, detailed drawings, schematics, layouts, tables, charts, diagrams, 
and checklists. 

The authors of this book are Igor J. Karassik, Consulting Engineer 
and Manager of Planning at the Harrison Division of Worthington Corpora- 
tion, and the late Roy Carter, who was Public Works Consultant and Mana- 
ger of the Volute Section at Worthington. 


By Lakshman Chaudhary; B. A., Dip. Lib. Sc., 
Village Beri, P. O. Beri (Via Singia), District Darbhanga (Bihar) 
1961, 847p. Rs. 20.00 


This useful and comprehensive book is intended as a guide to those 
librarians and classifiers who are facing difficulties in classification of books 
in Hindi language. The subject has been divided into 3 main classes num- 
bered by letters of Hindi alphabet. Every main class is divided by figures 
into 9 divisions and again divisions as required are divided into 9 sub-divi- 
sions and so on. Decimal point is applied after two figures. It is written 
in Hindi and English simultaneously. Indexes in Hindi and English are also 
provided. The author was formerly Librarian of Bihar Secretariat Library, 
Bihar Government, Patna, Bihar. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL* 
Bibliogrphy of Tagore’s Works 
(1878 to 1941) 


Kavi-Kahini— Poetical works. 1935 Samvat (1878). First printed book. 

Bana-Bhul— Poetic fiction. — 1286 B.S. (1880). 

Valmiki-Prathiva—Lyrical drama. Sak. Phalgun 1802 (1881). 

Bhagnahriday—Lyrical poems. Sak. 1803 (1881). 

Rudrachanda-Play—Sak. 1803 (1881). First dream of Rabindranath. 

Europe-Prabaseer Patra—Letters. Sak. 1803 (1881). First Prose work of Rabindranath. 
Sandhya Sangeet-Poem.—1288 B. S. (1882) 

Kala-Mrigaya—Lyrical drama. Agrahayan 1289 B. S. (1882) 

Bou-Thakuraneer Hat—Fiction. Sak.pous 1804 (1883) First published fiction in book form. 
Prabhat Sangeet-Poem—Sak. Baisakh 1805 (1883). 

Bibidha Prasanga—Essay. Sak. Bhadra 1805 (1883). First Essay book. 

Chhabi O Gan—Poem. Sak. Phalgun 1805 (1884). 

Prakritri Pratishodh—Poetical drama. 1291 B.S. (1884). 

Nalini—Art of acting or dancing. 1221 B.S. (1884). 

Shaishab Sangeet—Poem. 1291 B. S. (1884). 

Bhaunsinha Thakurer Padavali—Poem. 1291 B.S. (1884). 

Ram Mohan Roy—Essay. (18 March 1885). 

Alochan—Essay. (15th April 1885). 

Rabichachhaya—Music. Baisakh 1292 B.S. (1885). First collected works of tha song of 

Rabindranath. 
Kari O Komal—Poem. 1293 B.S. (1886). 
Rajarsi—Fiction. 1293 B.S. (1887) Taking up the first part of this fiction ‘Bisrajan’ (1297) 
drama is made. 

Ghithipatra— (1887). 

Samalochana—Essay. 1294 B.S. (1888). 

Mayar Khela—Lyrical drama. Sak Agrahayan 1810 (1888). 

Raja O Rani—Drama. 25th Shraban 1296 B.S. (1889). Taking up the tale of ‘Rata O 

Rani’, ‘‘Tapatee” (1336) is printed in prose form. 

Bisrajan—Drama. 2nd Jaistha 1297 B.S. (1890). 

Mantri Abhisek—2nd Jaistha 1297 B. S. (1890). 

Manasee—Poem. 10th Pous 1297 B. S. (1890). 

Europe Yatreer Dayari—First part. 16th Baishakh 1298 B. S. (1891). 

Chitrangada— Poetical works. 28th Bhadra 1299 B.S. (1892). 

Goray Galad—Satire. 31st Bhadra 1299 B. S. (1892). 

Ganer Bahi O Valmiki Pratibha— Music & Lyrical drama. Sak 8th Baisakh 1815 (1893). 
Europe Yatreer Dayari—Second part. 8th Ashwin 1300 B. S. (1893). 

Sonar Tari—Poem. 1300 B. S.( 1894). 

Chhota Galpa—15th Phalgun 1300 B. S. (1894). 

Bichitra Galpa—First Part. 1301 B. S. (1894). 

Katha-Chatustay—Story. 1301 B.S. (1894). 

Galpa-Dashak — 1302 B. S. (1895). 

Nadee—Poem. 22nd Magh 1302 B.S. (1896) 

Chitra—Poem. Phalgun 1302 B.S. (1896). 

Baikunther Khata—Satire. Chaitra 1303 B. S. (1897). 

Panchabhut— Essay. 1304B.S. (1897). 

Kanika—Poem. 4th Agrahayan 1306 B.S. (1899). Dedicated to Sj. Pramathanath 

Choudhury. 
Katha—Poem. ist Magh 1306 B. S. (1900). Dedicated to Sj. Jagdish Chandra Basu. 
Kahini— Poem, poetical drama and ‘‘Lakshmir Pariksha” Satire. 24th Phalgun 1306 B.S. 
(1900). Dedicated to Sj. Radhakishore Debmanikya. 

Kalpana—Poem. 23rd Baishakh 1307 (1900). 
Kshanika—Poem. (26th July 1900). Dedicated to Sj. Lokendranath Palit. 
Naibedya—Poem. Asar 1308 B.S. (1901). Dedicated to his father. 
Oupanisad Brahma— Essay. Shraban 1308 B. S. (1901). 
Chokher Bali—Fiction. 1309 B. S. (1903). 
Karmaphal—Story. 1310 B.S. (1903) 
Atmashakti—Essay. 1312 B.S. (1905). 


*Courtesy of the Librarian, Visvi-Bharati University, Santineketan. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF TAGORE’S WORKS 


Baul—Song. (30th September 1905). 

Bharatbarsa—Essay. 1312 B.S. (1906). } 

Kheya—Poem. 18th Ashar 1313 B. S. (1906). Dedicated to Sj. Jagdish Chandra Basu. 

Noukadubi—Fiction. 1313 B.S. (1906). 

Bichitra Prabandha— Prose works, First part. Baishakh 1314 B. S. (1907). 

Charitrapuja—Essay. (28th May 1907). 

Pracheen Sahitya— Prose works, Second part.—Essay. (13th July 1907). 

Loksahitya— Prose works, Third part.—Essay. (26th July 1907). 

Sahitya— Prose works, Fourth part.—Essay. (11th Oct., 1907). 

Adhunik Sahitya—Prose works, Fifth part.—Essay. (10th October 1907). 

Hasyakoutuk — Prose works, Sixth part.—Satire. (10th December 1907) 

Byangakoutuk — Prose works, Seventh part.—Satire & Essay. (28th December 1907) 

Prajapatir Nirbandha— Prose works, Eighth part.—Fiction. (26th February 1908). 

Sabhapatir Abhibhasan— (Presidential address)—Pabna conference. 1314 B.S. (1908). 

Raja Praja— Prose works, Tenth part.—Essay. (30th June 1908). 

Samuha— Prose works, Eleventh part.—Essay. (25th July 1908). 

Swadesh— Prose works, Twelvth part.—Essay. (12th August 1908). 

Samaj— Prose works, Thirteenth part.—Essay. 7th September 1908). 

Sharadotsava— Drama. (20th September 1908). 

Shiksha— Prose works, Fourteenth part. (17th November 1908). 

Mukut—Short play. (3ist December 1908). 

Shabdatattva— Prose works, Fifteenth part.—Essay. (2nd February 1909). Dedicated to 
Sj. Bidhusekhar Sastri. 

Dharma— Prose works, Sixteenth part.—Essay. (25th Jan. 1909). 

Santiniketan— Parts | to8. (January to June 1909). 

Prayasdhitta—Drama. 3{st Baishakh 1316 B.S. (1909). 

Vidyasagar Charit—Essay. 1909 ?). 

Shishu— Poem. (1909). 

Shantiniketan— Parts 9 to 11. (Pts. 9 & 10, Jan. 1910 and Pt. 11, October 1910). 

Gora—Vols. 1 &2.—Fiction. (ist February 1910). 

Geetanjali— Poem & Song 3ist Shravan 1317 B. S. (1910). 

Raja—Drama. (1910) 

Shantiniketan— Pts. 12 to 13.—Speech. (24th January and 16th May 1911). 

Dakghar—Drama. (16th January 1912). 

Galpa Chariti— (18th March 1912). 

Malini— Drama. (23rd March 1912). 

Chaitali—Poem. (23rd March 1912). 

Biday-Abhishap— Poetical drama. (10th May 1912). 

Jeebansmriti— Autobiography. 1319 B.S. (1912). 

Chhinnapatra—1319 B.S. 1912). 

Achalayatan—Drama. (2nd August 1912). 

Smaran—Poem. (25th May 1914) 

Utsarga—Poem. Dedication date— Ist Baishakh 1321 B.S. (1914). Dedicated to 

C.F. Andrews 

Geetimalya—Poem & Song. (2nd July 1914). 

Geetali— Poem & Song. (1914) 

Shantiniketan—Part 14. Speech. (1915). 

Shantiniketan— Parts [5 to 17. Speech. (1916). 

Phalgunee—Drama. (1916) 

Ghare Baire—Fiction. (1916) 

Sanchay—Essay. (1916). Inthe name of Brajendranath Seal. 

Parichay—Essay. (1916) 

Balaka—Poem. (1916). To Willy Pearson. 

Chaturanga—Fiction. (1916) 

Ga lpasaptak — (1916) 

Kartar Ichachhay Karma—Essay. (22nd August 1917). 

Guru—Drama. {Ist Phalgun 1324 B. S.(1918). 

Palataka—Poem. (October 1918). 

Japan Yatri—Travel. Shraban 1326 B.S. (1919). ToSj. Ramananda Chattopadhyay. 

Arup Ratan—Drama. (1920) 

Payla Nambar—Story. Baishakh 1327 B. S. (1920). 

Rinshodh—Short play. (1921). 

Muktadhara—Drama. Baishakh 1329 B.S. (1922). 

Lipika—Short story. (1922) 

Shishu Bholanath— Poem. (1922) 

Basanta—Lyrical drama Phalgun 1329 B.S. (1923). 
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Purabi— Poem. Shraban 1332 B.S. (1925). 
Grihaprabesh— Drama. Ashwin 1332 (1925). 
Prabahini—Song. Agrahayan 1332 B.S. (1925). 
Chirakumar Sabha—Drama. Phalgun 1332 B. S. (1926). 
Shodh-Bodh—Drama. (19th June 1926). 
Nateer Puja—Drama. 1333 B.S. (1926). 
Rakta Karabee—Drama. 1333 B.S. (1926). 
Lekhan—Bengali & EnglishPoem. Kartick 1334 B.S. (1927). 
Rituranga—Lyrical drama. 22nd Agrahayan 1334 B. S. (1927). 
Shesh Raksha—Satire. Shravan 1335 B. S. (1928). 
Yatri—Jaistha 1336 B. S. (1929). Bes 
Paritran—Drama. Jaistha 1336 B. S. (1929). Changed form of the drama ‘Prayaschitta 
(1909). 
Yogayog—Fictior. Ashar 1336 B. S. (1929). 
Shesher Kabita—Fiction. Bhadra 1336 B. S. (1929). 
Tapatee—Drama. Bhadra 1336 B. S. (1929). 
Mahuya—Poem. Ashwin 1336 B.S. (1929). 
Bhanusinghev Patravali—Chaitra 1336 B. S. (1930). 
Nabin—Lyrical drama. 30th Phalgun 1337 B. S. (1931). 
Rashiyar Chithi—Baishakh 1338 B. S. (1931). 
Banabani— Poem & Song. Ashwin 1338 B.S. (1931). 
Shapmochan—Short story & Song. 15th Poush, 1338 B.S. (1931). 
Parishesh—Poem. Bhadra 1339 B. S. (1932). To Sri Atul Prasad Sen. 
Kaler Yatra—Drametic talk. 31st Bhadra 1339 B. S. (1932). Affectionate present of the 
Poet in the name of Sj. Sharat Chandra Chattopadhyay. 
Punascha— Prose verse. Ashwin 1339 B.S. (1932). 
Mahatmaji and the Depressed Humanity—Speech. Dec. 1932. To Acharyya Praphulla 
Chandra Ray. 
Dui Bon—Fiction. Phaigun 1339 B. S. (1933). Dedicated to Sj. Rajshekhar Basu. 
Manusher Dharma— 1933 ‘Kamala Lectures’ delivered at the Calcutta University in 1933. 
Bichitrita—Poem. Shravan 1340 B.S. (1933). 
Chandalika—Short play. Bhadra, 1340 B.S. (1933). 
Taser Desh—Short play. Bhadra 1340 B. S. (1933). Dedicated to Sri Subhas Chandra Basu. 
Banshari—Drama. Agrahayan 1340 B.S. (1933). 
Bharatpathik Rammohan Roy—Essay. 14th Poush 1340 B. S. (1933). 
Malancha—Fiction. Chaitra 1340 B.S. (1934). 
Shravan-Gatha—Lyrical drama. Shravan 1341 B.S. (1934). 
Char Adhyay—Fiction. Agrahayan 1341 B. S. (1934). 
Shantiniketan— Volume One. Magh 1341 B. S. (1935). 
Volume Two. Baishakh 1342 B.S. (1935). 
Shesh Saptak— Prose verse. 25th Baishakh 1342 B.S. (1935). 
Sur O Sangati— (ist August 1935). In memory of Atul Prasad. 
Beethika—Poetry. Bhadra 1342 B.S. (1935). 
Nrityanatya Chitrangada—Phalgun 1342 B.S. (1936). 
Patraput—Prose verse. 25th Baishakh 1343 B. S. (1936). 
Chhanda—Essay. Ashar 1343 B. S. (1936). To Sri Dilip Kumar Roy. 
Japane Parasye—Shravan 1343 B.S. (1936). 
Shyamali— Prose verse. Bhadra 1343 B. S. (1936). 
Sahityer Pathe—Essay. Ashwin 1343 B. S. (1936). To Sri Amiyachandra Chakravarty. 
Praktani—Collection of Speeches. Poush 1343 B. S. (1936). 
Khapchharah—Doggerel verse. Magh 1343 B.S. (1937). 
Kalantar—Essay. Baishakh 1344 B.S. (1937). . 
Se-Story—Baishakh 1344 B. S. (1937). 
Chharaa Chhabi—Poem. Ashwin 1344 B. S. (1937). 
Bishwa-Parichey — Essay relating to Science. Ashwin 1344 B. S. (1937). To Sj. Satyendra- 
nath Basu. 
Prantik—Poem. Poush 1344 B. S. (1938). 
Chandalika Nrityanatya—Phalgun 1344 B. S. (1938). 
Pathe O Pather Prante—Jaistha 1345 B.S. (1938). 
Senjuti—Poem. Bhadra 1345 B.S. (1938). To Doctor Sir Nilratan Sarkar. 
Banglabhasa Parichay—Essay. (1938). 
Prahasini—Poem. Poush 1345:B.S. (1939). 
Akash Pradeep—Poem. Baishakh 1346 B.S. (1939). 
Shyama—Dauce drama. With musical notation. Bhadra 1346 B. S. (1939). 
Pather Sanchey— Works on Mass education—1. Bhadra 1346 B. S. (1939). 
Nabajatak—Poem. Baishakh 1347 B. S. (1940). 
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Sanai—Poem. Ashar-Shravan 1347 B.S. (1940). 

Chhelebela—Childhood recollection. Bhadra 1347 B.S. (1940} 

Chitralipi (1)— (September 1940). 

Tim-Sangi—Story. Poush 1347 B.S. (1940). 

Rogshayyay—Poem. Poush 1347 B. S. *(1940). 

Arogya—Poem. Phalgun 1347 (1941). 

Janmadme—Poem. 1st Baishakh 1348 B.S. (1941). 

Galpasalpa—Chit-chat & Poem. Baishakh 1348 (1941). : nod 

Sabbyatar Sankat— Address. Ist Baishakh 1341 B.S. (1941). (Address delivered in te 
function of Eighty years completion at Santiniketan). 

Sahramer Rup O Bikash—Essay. Ashar 1348 B. S. (1941). 


Selected Writings by TAGORE 
( Translated into English ) 


POETRY 
STORIES 
Gitanjali 
The Gardner Broken ties and other stories 
The Crescent Moon The Fugitive 
Collected Poems and Plays Hungry stones and other stories 
A Flight of Swans Stories from Tagore 
Sadhana 
Songs of Kabir ESSAYS 


Fruit Gathering 
The Center of Indian Culture 


DRAMA Creative Unity 
Crisis of Civilization 
King of the Dark Chamber Nationalism 
Chitra Parrot’s Training 
The Post Office Personaiity 
Sacrifice Religion of Man 
Red Oleander A Vision of India’s History 


Mukta-Dhara 


Visva-Bharati Idea 
Natir Puja 


The functions of a library 


NOVELS AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
The Founding Hero My reminiscences 
The Golden Boat My Early Life 
Gora My boyhood days 
The Wreck 


Four Chapters 


Selected Books on TAGORE in English 
Amir Ali, Hashim 


The Environs of Tagore. Asia Publishing House. Bombay. 196]. 
Aronson, A 


Rabindranath Through Western Eyes. Kitabistan. Allahbad. 1943. 
Baumer, Sybil 

An Introduction to Rabindranath Tagore’s Mysticism. H. R. Allenson. London. 
Bhattacharya, (Dr.) Bhabani, Tr. & Ed. J 


Rabindranath Tagore—Towards Universal Man. Asia Publishing House. Bombay. 196]. 
Das, Taraknath 


Rabindranath Tagore, His Religious, Social and Political Ideas. Saraswati Library. 
Calcutta. 1933. 


Das Gupta, Surendranath 


The Poet and the Philosopher. Vol. 1. Mitra & Ghosh. Calcutta. 1948. 
Elenjimittam, A 


The Poet of Hindustan. Orient Book Company. Calcutta. 
Estborn, Sigfrid 


The Religion of Tagore in the Light of the Gospel. The Christian Literature Society 
for India. Madras. 1949. 
Ghosh, D. N. 


Rabindranath Tagore : His Early Life and works. Modern Book Agency. Calcutta. 1947. 
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Mukherji, D. P. 

Tagore—A Study. Padma Publications. Bombay. 1943. 
Radhakrishnan, S 

The Philosophy of Rabindranath Tagore. Macmillan & Co. London. 1918. 
Raman Pillai, P. K. P. 

A Short Sketch cf Rabindranath Tagore. B. V. Book Depot & Printing Works. 

Trivandrum. 1937. 
Ramaswamy Sastri, K. S. 

4 Rabindranath Tagoro; His Life, Personality and Genius. Ganesh & Co. Madras. 

916. 
Ramaswamy Sastri, K. S. 

— Tagore; Poet, Patriot, Philosopher. Sri Vani Vilas Press. Srirangam. 

924. 
Ray, Benoy Gopal 

The Philosophy of Rabindranath Tagore. Hind Kitabs. Bombay. 1949. 
Rhys, Ernest 
_ Rabindranath Tagore—A Biographical Study. Macmillan & Co. London. 1915. 
Sen, Sochin 

Political Philosophy of Rabindranath. Asher & Co. Calcutta. 1929. 
Sen, Sudhir 

Rabindranath Tagore on Rural Reconstruction. Visva-Bharati. Calcutta. 1943. 
Sykes, Marjorie 

Rabindranath Tagore. Longmans Green & Company. Calcutta. 1943. 
Thompson, E. J. ; 

Rabindranath Tagore : His Lifeand Work. Y.M.C. A. Calcutta. 1921. 
Thompson, Edward 
Rabindranath Tagore. Poet and Dramatist. Oxford University Press. 1926. 





THE WORLD HONOURS TAGORE 


UNESCO’S Programme 


UNESCO’S programme of assistance to India for celebration of the 
Tagore Centenary is substantial and includes negotiations with several 
publishers for the publication in English of an anthology entitled The Best of 
Tagore. This will be edited by Amiya Chakravarti. UNESCO is also to bring 
out a new edition of Tagore’s translation of the poems of Kabir, Gora, a 
volume of Childhood Reminiscences and some of the latest poems of Tagore 
will be translated into French. Umeseo Courier will carry special articles 
devoted to Tagore during 1961. 


In addition, UNESCO will contribute under the East-West Major 
Project to the travel expenses of participants from abroad to the Interna- 
tional Literary Round Table scheduled in India in November, 1961. 


Supplementary activities include a commemorative evening during 
the general conference of UNESCO on Wednesday, 16th November. Dr. 
Radhakrishnan will speak on this occasion and his speech will be followed by 
a reading of Tagore’s poems translated into French, by such eminent writers 
as Andre Gide and Pierre-Jean Jouve. This part of the programme will be 
entrusted to well-known French actors. 
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The Function of A Library’ 


CLoba3 ranarh Segre 


Most libraries are possessed with the passion for accumulation. 
Three-quarters of their books do not come into use; their overgrown propor- 
tion even thursts into a corner the specially selected few that are meant for 
being actually used. In our popular parlance, the man of large riches is 
called a great man. When a millionaire somes into a gathering, they vie to 
do him honour — an honour not dependent on what he isas to give, but 
merely on what he has. Much in the same way, the bigness ofa library is 
estimated by the number ofits volumes. The facilities offered for their use 
that should have been its glory, are not deemed necessary for its pride. 

The words that are owned by our language have two different re- 
positories : one is the dictionary, the other is its literature. It is useful to 
collect all the known words in a comprehensive dictionary, though compara- 
tively but few of them are actually current. On the other hand, the range 
of words found .in literature—which are living and therefore not one of which 
can be spared—is ever so much less. And yet it has to be admitted that the 
value of literature is more than that of the dictionary. 

The same truth applies to the library. That part of its contents 
which is for the purpose of extensive accumulation has its usefulness, but the 
other part which is for constant and multifarious use gives it its significance. 
The average librarian, however, rarely takes thought or trouble to bring the 
largest number of books to the utmost use, because it is always easier to 
overwhelm the public mind with the mere display of quantitative abundance. 

In order to bring a library into the fullest use, it is necessary that 
its contents should be clearly and specifically brought to notice, otherwise it 
is difficult for the ordinary man to find his way about them, and the Jibrary 
is left as a city of vast accommodation that lacks sufficient means of com- 
munication. Those who frequent libraries on sume special quest of their own 
may manage to make a track for themselves by dint of the urgency of their 
particular pursuit. But the library itself should recognize its share of res- 
ponsiblity in the matter. Because it has the books, it is incumbent on the 
library to get them read, for then alone is it justified. It is not eaough that 





“Address of the Chairman, Reception Committee, All India Library Conference, Calcutta, 
December, 1928. : 
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it passively permits visitors: its invitation should be active. For, as the 
Sanskrit proverb tells us : tannashtam yannadiyate, that which is not given is 
wasted. 


The usual thing is for a library to say : Here is my catalogue, come 
and select for yourself. But in the usual catalogue there is no introduction, 
no invitation, no spirit of welcome. That library alone can be called hospit- 
able, which shows an eagerness to invite readers to the feast at its disposal. 
It is such hospitality that makes a library big, not its size. That the readers 
make the library is net the whole truth; the library likewise makes the 
readers. 

If this truth is kept in view, we at once realize what a great func- 
tion is that of the librarian. His duty does not end with the acquisition, 
classification and care-taking of the volumes in his charge. In other words, 
it is not exhausted by mere multiplication and division; he must have a pro- 
per understanding of his books as well. If a library is too big, it becomes 
practically impossible for the librarian adequately to acquire such true under- 
standing. That is why I feel that the big library can but function as a store- 
house; and only the small one serve as a refectory to furnish the wherewithal 
for daily sustenance and enjoyment. 


My idea of a small library is one that keeps books on every subject 
but only select books, not one of which is there merely as an offering of wor- 
ship to Number, but each one of which stands on its own merits; where the 
librarian is a true devotee, devoid of ulterior seeking, free from pride in the 


mere loading of shelves; capable of discriminate rejection. A library, in 
short, which makes just enough provision that can be placed before its guests 
for their delectation, with a librarian who has the qualities of a host, not a 
store-keeper. 


Consider, for instance, the case of a library which takes in a number 
of periodicals published at home and abroad. If some one on the staff made 
it his duty regularly to compile a list of the specially interesting articles and 
hang it upin aconspicious place, would that not immensely increase the 
chances of their being read? As it is, three-fourths of these remain unopened 
encumbering space and burdening the shelves as they keep on accumulating. 
The same is the case with new books. Very few librarians attempt to ac- 
quaint themselves, much less their constituents, with the contents. Yet is it 
not obvious that the wealth they have to offer should be made known as 
soon as new books come to hand ? 

Made known to whom? In each case to a special circle of readers. 
Every library should have as its indispensible limbs such special circles of 
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readers. These alone can give it life. The worth ofa librarian I would 
gauge by his power of attracting and looking after such circles, of acting as 
the intermediary for an intimacy of relationship between reader and library. 
That is to say, on him is cast the burden not only of the books, but of their 
readers as well; and in the maintaining of both is the test of his efficiency, of 
the proper discharge of his trust. 

Evan as to the books themselves, the librarian’s duty should not be 
confined to those that he can collect in his own library, but he must also 
keep himself acquainted with all those others that are published from time 
to time, subject by subject. For the purposes of our school at Santiniketan, 
for example, we have to keep ourselves in touch with all the publications in- 
tended for children, so as to be able to make our selection. Every library 
should assist in work of this kind. This they could do by keeping up-to-date 
lists of books on different subjects, as they come out and gain reputation. If 
it became known that a particular library was endeavouring to discharge 
this duty, I am sure that the publishers would be glad to cooperate by fur- 
nishing it with lists of their publications, together with a resume of their 
contents. 

In conclusion it is my submission to the All-India Library Confe- 
rence that it should consider the question of preparing and circulating such 
quarterly, half-yearly or at least annual list, from which the main features 
of the best new books in the English language, scientific, literary and histort- 
cal, may be gathered. Ii it be the object of this Conference to stimulate the 
founding and growth of libraries all over the country, then such objects can 
be best promoted by thus affording a guide to the books that should be pro- 
cured; incidentally also thereby assisting the libraries in what should be 
their main work——not the mere procuring and keeping of books, but actively 
acquainting their constituents with and interesting them in their contents. 





estate THE WORLD HONOURS TAGORE 


The Soviet Government will make a gift of Tagore’s works in 
Russian to Viswa Bharati. An attempt will be made to collect letters and 
manuscripts written by Tagore and to hold an exhibition of such letters and 
manuscripts in various parts of the country. Photostat copies of correspon- 
dence between Tagore & Russian writers available in India have been reques- 
ted by the Soviet Government. In particular a reference will be made to the 
invitation extended to Tagore on the occasion of the 200th anniversary of 
the Academy of Sciences. A Directory of Tagore’s works will be published ; 
important libraries will hold exhibitions of books written by Tagore and 
about him. The Tagore play Wreek is already being staged at Tashkent ; a 
film will be made of this and shown throughout the Soviet Union. A special 
Tagore Exhibition will be organised and, if possible, sent to Santiniketan. 
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Library Administration : A New Outlook 
By C. G. Viswanathan, F.L.4., University Librarian, 
U. P. Agricultural University. 

Educational thought of the twentieth century, specially of its later 
half, is characterised by complete agreement 
and acceptance of libraries as central in edu- 
cation and research, community welfare and 
development, and all programmes of natio- 
nal reconstruction. Education, primary, se- 
condary, higher, adult, vocational, technical, 
envisages adequate provision of suitable 
reading material and effective library ser- 
vice to the learner. The reading material 1s 
not limited to the printed books and manu- 
scripts only. Any medium of communica- 
tion of thought is considered appropriate for 
the purpose. It, therefore, will include all 
kinds of audio-visual aids—the radio, films, 
photographs, pictures, tape and gramophone Cc. G. VISWANATHAN 
records and allied ones. 

Frontiers of knowledge are incessantly extending and changing. 
Scientific and philosophical approaches to the problems of life are thought 
out in a variety of ways. Perhaps traditional notions of Space, Time, and 
Deity will be replaced by newer ones, on account of continued investigations 
into these realms. 

Library administrators should, therefore, anticipate the coming 
changes that will influence the way of life of the people and get themselves 
prepared to meet the new challenge. Gone are the days, when a drab collec- 
tion of disused and antiquated books placed in the custody of acare taker 
passed of for a library. Today a library isa meeting ground for the com- 
munity, irrespective of political persuations, economic levels, religious beliefs, 
racial characterstics and sex. 

“As a librarian, I have no religion and no politics, because I have 
an equal responsibility towards all religions and political doctrines, and also 
those who espouse none’’.* 


It is in this context of use by people of diverse attitudes and inte- 





rests in life that library service is demanded. When the demand for library 


*L. R. McColvin—The Chance to Read. London, Phoenix, 1956, pp. 227. 
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service is keen and active, it must be met; otherwise it will naturally seek 
other channels for its fulfilment, which will be more expensive and less fruit- 
ful in its results. 

A precise and more generally accepted statement of the functions of 
the Public Library has been made by Robert D. Leigh in ‘Public Library in 
the United States.’’ ‘Fields of knowledge and Interest to which Public Lib- 
rary should devote its resources’ includes 
1. “Public affairs; citizenship 

(a) To awake interest, stimulate reading and discussion on crucial 

problems. 

(b) To improve peoples’ ability to participate usefully in activities 

in which they are involved as citizens of their communities. 


(c) To help people develop a constructively critical attitude toward 
all public issues and to remove ignorance regarding them. 


(d) To promote democratic attitude and values; i.e., sensitivity to- 
ward peoples of other backgrounds by knowledge concerning 
them and by appreciation of the dignity of the individual per- 
son; preservation of the precious heritage of the freedom of 
expression and understanding of the democratic processes of 
group life. 

(2) Vocations 

To equip persons and to keep them equipped, for efficient activities 
in useful occupations and practical affairs (including vocational information, 
parent and home education, child care, nutrition, physical health, emotional 
stability and growth, budgeting and consumer information, specialised busi- 
ness and industrial information). 


(3) Aesthetic appreciation 

To seek to give people an opportunity, to improve their capacity for 
appreciation and production in cultural fields. 
(4) Recreation 


To help people make such use of leisure time as will promote perso- 
nal happiness and social well being. 


(5) Information 


To help people to keep abreast of progress in the sciences and other 
fields of knowledge, and to furnish them with the detailed information re- 
quired for their personal projects and every day needs. 


(6) Research 

To serve those who are aiding in the advancement of knowledge.’ 

This comprehensive type of library service to the community will be 
possible to be provided when a suitable administrative theory for adoption 
is thought out. 

Librarians till recently have been classed as ‘enemies of books and 
reading for no fault of theirs. The traditional conception of libraries and the 
outlook of the authorities who were responsible for library provision and 
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policy compelled the librarians to create obstacles in the way of the reader 
in making a full and free use of libraries. Today the library patrons and lib- 
rary authorities realise that a fuller and wider use of libraries is possible only 
when administration discards all obstacles to use and becomes pleasant, easy, 
and simple. 

“Obviously if a man could choose between an attractive open access 
library with modern issue methods and a minimum of formalities and restric- 
tions and cap: ble staff to help when necessary, and a library where he had to 
queue up at a catalogue, queue up at a counter, wait to have books fetched for 
him, fill up an application form and readers’ card and in general waste a 


great deal of time and endure much frustration and disappointment, he would - 


choose the former without hesitation. But unfortunately he would have no 
chance. He would have to use his bad library or stay away-and_ unless he is 
very keen or very apathetic—he does stay away”’.t 

This type of library service is not only inconvenient and expensive 
but a positive hindrance and discouragement to the growing demand of the 
public for books and reading. The basic cause for this unsatisfactory library 
service must be traced to the equally unsatisfactory administrative machi- 
nery and methods which have been in use. The remedy to overcome this 
pernicious obstacle in order to ensure legitimate and fruitful use of libraries 
seems to lie in adopting a resurrected and new outlook on library adminis- 
tration. 

"The reader and service to him with the means of reading material 
should be the fundamental objective of library administration, while the read- 
ing material and its careful preservation should remain auxiliary purposes. 
Where copyright and national depository libraries exist, there is little justifi- 
cation for public libraries to assume this function at the expense of the rea- 
ders. The book has ceased to be an end in itself in good library administra- 
tion. ‘The rule ridden, suspicious, inflexible, hard-bitten custodian to whom 
the protection of the books has become an end in itself, unrelated to the peo- 
ple who wish to use them,”’ will find the new set up of library administration 
totally unsuited to his genius. 

In the field of library administration, long established procedures 
and techniques have come to stay and almost all libraries faithfully follow 
those methods and maintain a variety of records, time consuming, expensive, 
and of doubtful value when judged in terms of value to the user and some of 
them basically irrational. Let us examine a few very popular, widely used 
ones, which to some members of the library profession, appear to be doctri- 
nal dogmas. Every new theory, encounters opposition and rejection at 











+L. R. McColvin. The Chance to Read. London, Phoenix, 1956, pp. 233. 
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first. The adherents of the old accepted doctrines object to the new theory, 
refuse its recognition and declare it to be mistaken. Years and even decades 
must pass before it succeeds in supplanting the old one. 
The library schools should be charged with the responsibility of con- 
vincing young men and women who will be prospective librarians of the 
‘necessity of replacing uneconomic and valueless methods and techniques by 
pragmatic procedures. A new generation must grow up before this victory 
is decisive. To understand this, one must remember that most men are 
accessible to new ideas only in their youth. With the progress of age the 
ability to welcome them dimnishes and the knowledge acquired earlier runs 
into dogma. It, therefore, is imperative that schools of Library Science 


must then mould the mind of the youth to fit in with the changing condi- 
tions of society. 


Accessioning, Classifying, Cataloguing, Registering readers, Charg- 
ing and Discharging, Stock verification, Withdrawals, are very common pro- 
cedures followed in all kinds of library administration. If every library ad- 
ministrator were to ask for himself, are these necessary to continue indefi- 
nitely ? or can they better be done by adopting simpler and less laborious 
procedures ? or can some of these operations be totally discarded being value- 
less to the purpose ? and provide an answer, it will gradually lead to the 
formulation of a new theory of library administration. 

The latest trend of thought among the library administrators with 
an open mind receptive of changes, is in favour of replacing the time consum- 
ing and alarmingly wasteful methods by introducing mechanical aids wherever 
possible and direct the man power thus released towards more fruitful objec- 
tives and establishing inter-personal relationship between the reader and the 
library staff. 

“Administration is concerned primarily with people, not things, and 
therefore certain patterns of human conduct and the inevitable differences 
between and individually of people must never be forgotten.”’* 

This statement signifies that men and machinery involved in library 
administration should be adaptive to individual libraries, but it does not en- 
courage inconsistent and confused practices in administration. 

“Certainly the issues in library administration cannot be talked 
about intelligently without agreement on what it comprehends. And very 
likely the production of competent administrators, upon which the remaking 
of the libraries and the warrant for a library profession hinge, will drag un- 
til the responsibilities they face are made clear and cogent.’’t 





*L. Quincy Mumford and Rutherford D. Rogers: Library Administration in its current 
development. Library Trends v. 7, No. 3, January 1959, pp. 357-8. 


fErnest J. Reece : Introduction to Library Trends, v. 7, No. 3, January, 1959, pp. 336. 
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Instances of wasteful practices in library administration are far too 
many to be pointed. Some librarians indulge in asort of academic pursuit 
by classifving books to a fantastic specificity, almost irritating to readers, 
and some others rush into reclassify huge collections in libraries, unmindful 
of large sums of money involved, on the plea that autonomy in classification 
had not been ensured in the existing system of classification adopted and that 
a new born scheme of classification is likely to secure thisend. Let none for- 
get that the latest scheme of book classification is not the final word on it. 
No library has reported that because of reclassification of its stock, library 
service has become more effective and the reader use appreciably increased. 
Reclassification has, of late, become a fetish with some librarians, who over- 
look the fact that classification is only a means to an end and not anend in 
itself. Reader observation on beok classification and display in libraries has 
consistantly been adversely critical. Dependance on classification and the 
sister art of cataloguing has become lesser and lesser with more and more of 
open access to shelves and other amenities in libraries. Some of the scholarly 
rcaders observe that a sensible and utilitarian grouping of books by broad 
classes will do as they are intelligent enough to find their way to the books on 
the shelves. After all a system of book classification produced by an _indivi- 
dual reflects the process of his thinking and to a certain extent should be sub- 
jective in his approach to the compartmentalization of knowledge. The lib- 
rary patrons reserve the right to expect the books grouped according to their 
individual subject approach. Inevitably a conflict of reasoning governing the 
grouping and placement of books arises. 


Close classification of every book in the library with a view to 
attain coextensiveness of the subject or subjects treated in it is undoubtedly 
a logical and disciplined mental process, a virtue in itself, but its value is 
more often discredited because it results in less than marginal returns to the 
reader. This seems to be exactly the reason for big libraries like that of the 
British Museum (and others) adopting an indigenous scheme of book classi- 
fication not even entertaining the idea of reclassifying their collections. A 
lesson can surely be learnt from such instances. 


Observations on the methods and results of cataloguing books point 
out to the conclusion that they are not in tune with the expectations of even 
the well informed readers. A library catalogue is expected to satisfy every 
kind of bibliogrphic demand made on it, if possible without reference to 
other types of services in a library. But this has not been attained and is 
likely to remain so. 

“It seems to me that the precess of revaluation of library adminis- 
tration may equally well be initated by cataloguers as by chief administrators. 
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If we examine what we do in the cataloguing department, ask our- 
selves why we do it, if these reasons are really valid, or if they merely 
rationalise an activity which is no longer so admirable or necessary as it was, 
we inay indeed be able to suggest a revision of policy which benefits not only 
the cataloguing service, but also other procedures in the library. If we ask, 
is cataloguing for eternity really necessary ? we discover it is done thus 
because all books are assumed to have potential research value in the future 
and are not discarded but relegated to a store.’’* 

Time is not far of when cooperative undertakings, and electronic 
devices are likely to be perfected to reduce cataloguing and classifying pro- 
cesses in libraries to the minimum and release the professional staff to per- 
form functions more intimately connected with the effective reader use of 
libraries. Similar possibilities do exist in respect of other processes of library 
administration. For example the method of charging and discharging books 
has been continuously under scrutiny, the latest experiment being the 
‘Bookmatic’ at St. Pancras. 

“The complicated services which a modern library renders do not 
organise and run themselves but must be organised and operated; they must 
be modified and improved and extended in the light of changing conditions. 
This can be done only by one who knows the objectives and potentialities of 
the library, the techniques, tools and means of achieving them and the pur- 
pose and limitations of thé means.’’f 

The scope of Library administration has been extending since the 
commencemeet of this century and still continues to doso. It is important 
that every library administrator comprehends the social impact on libraries 
and gives proper consideration to every aspect of library administration with 
a view to render it increasingly helpful and joyful to the readers whose de- 
sires and tastes must be satisfied. Let every library administrator endea- 
vour to transform libraries into heavcns of freedom as conceived by 
Gurdev Tagore. 


“Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high ; 
Where knowledge is free ; 
Where ihe world has not been broken up into fragments by narrow domestic walls ; 
Where words come out from the depth of truth ; 
Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection ; 
Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way into the dreary desert sand of 
dead habit ; 
Where the mind is led forward by thee into ever-widening thought and action : 
Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake.” 
Gitanjalt 





*Mary Piggott : Cataloguing Principles and Practices: and Inquiry, London, Library 
Association, 1954, pp. 6-7. 


tJ. P. Danton : Education for Librarianship : UNESCO, 1949, pp. 5-6. 
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Ideas for The Popularisation of Books? 
By Jirina Klimetova 


I arrived in the South Moravian city Znojmo and I took a room in 
the beautiful modern Hotel Znojmo. A pleasant surprise was awaiting me : 
I found a book with the following note, on the night table : 


“This book would like to help you enjoy your free time. After you 
have read it leave it in the hotel so that it can serve other visitors. If you 
stay for a longer time, come and select other books in the small library at 
the desk or visit the Regional People’s Library on Zamecnicka street about 
200 metres from the hotel. We have more than 33,000 books prepared for 
you.”’ 


Isn’t that a nice idea? The Znojmo Library is just bouncing with 
good ideas for the popularization of books. Let us look at this example : 
there is a Higher Nursing School in the City. Here the girls prepare for the 
difficult and praiseworthy career of nursing. Besides learning to be the doc- 
tor’s “right hand’’, and to know how to give first aid and care to the serious- 
ly ill, they also help the patients make the long hours of their illnesses more 
pleasant by arranging interesting talks on books. The workers of the People’s 
Library taught this to them. They aroused a lasting interest in reading, 
they taught them how to discuss books and choose interesting quotations 
through their regular courses and now two young girls go to the local hospi- 
tal every Wednesday and give talks on books. The patients look forward to 
them, the doctors praise the good idea—and manya Znojnio region citizen 
goes to the library soon after he leaves the hospital and becomes a regular 
reader of good literature. 

It is easy to arouse the interests of young people in a good idea. 
The Znojmo Regional People’s Library also aroused the interest of the stu- 
dents of the city’s Higher Pedagogical School. Although the curiculum does 
not include anything of the sort, the students took on extra work: once a 
week they listen to a lecture by the director of the library, Milan Slavik, on 
cultural problems, the importance of books in the life of society, on the popu- 
larization of books. After finishing this ‘“‘course’’ the students are divided 
into groups. They get a book, read it, think about it and prepare a talk on 
it for about 100 to 120 children. An experienced library worker follows 
their work, points out the good aspects of the talk and notes their mistakes 
in popularizing the book. Similar talks are given in young Pioneer organisa- 
tions and other places. During the last year of their study the future teachers 











{Courtesy : Embassy of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, New Delhi. 
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become aware of the fact that a book is an important, wreplaceble part of 
cultural life, and helps educate a person in an invaluable way. 

Children’s play and study centres are where the children of working 
parents spend their time after school under the care of an experienced teacher. 
In many places the teachers do not know how to amuse the children when 
they have finished their homework or cannot go out because of bad weather. 
There are ten such centres for children in Znojmo. Every Friday they have 
literary chats. The children enjoy them very much. They are arranged by 
the pupils of the highest grades of the II-year secondary school and the 
Higher Economic School. Experienced librarians prepare them for this task. 
They are voluntary co-workers of the Regional People’s Library. On the 
basis of the chats many of the children have registered as regular members 
of the People’s library, 

The library began to operate in 1946 when the whole city still 
showed the scars of war. The library then had 4000 books and about 1,609 
readers. In 1952—when it was designated a Model People’s Library—there 
were already 13,500 books on theshelves and it had more than two thousand 
readers. By now the number of books has reached 33,000. Last year there 
were more than 5,500 registered readers who had borrowed almost 1,44,000 
books. 

There is much work and real enthusiasm, selfsacrifice and initiative 
behind these figures. Six people by themselves could not do all the work for 
the popularization of books that was done in this border region. Therefore 
the library enlists other co-workers (they are called library activists). These 
people, mostly teachers, carry on the work of popularization even more en- 
thusiastically and with even greater spirit than the professional librarians. 
Today there are over 250 such activists. 

There are twenty people among the activists with a special task— 
they are specialists in specialized literature. The readers know on which 
days they can find the specialists for technical literature, political literature, 
etc. in the library. They come to consult with the specialists on the choice 
of a book they need for their studies or work. The specialists also follow the 
literature published and recomend books the library should buy. This service 
to the readers has become so successful in a short time that the library will 
have to increase the number of specialists immediately. 

In the reference library of the director of Regional People’s Library 
we found some bibliographies which the library itself publishes not for sale 
but for the readers who regularly take part in the literary evenings and talks. 
With these books they honour unforgettable figures of Czech literature whose 
life or works are connected with the region. 


30 INDIAN LIBRARIAN 




















IDEAS FOR THE POPULARISATION OF BOOKS 


In the Znojmo library Southern Moraivia has a centre from which 
the treasures of the spirit embodied in books radiate and enrich the lives of 
the common people. A Book for Everybody and Everything for a book—is 
the slogan that has become the reality here in Znojmo. 

Some Eloquent Facts About Books And Libraries in Czechoslovakia 

Czechoslovakia produces 50 million books every year—four for every 
citizen and three times more than before the Second World War. There is 
scarcely a family that has not its own collection of books. 

There are 56,000 public libraries (in a population of 13.5 million) 
with a total stock numbering 360 million volumes and a reading membership 


of four million readers. 


Universities, colleges, schools and scientific institutes have their own 
big collections. Prague University library alone has two-and-a-half million 
books. Works libraries exist in almost all the place of work. Im addition, 
-, hospitals. rest homes and other institutions have their own supply of 

ooks. 
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The Annual International Congress Calendar, 1961 Edition. 
Brussels |, Belgium : Union of International Associations. 
88 Pages, subject and geographical indexes. 18 s. or US $3.00 

A detailed analysis of the 1,320 entries in the CALEN- 
DAR shows, in fact, that 754 international organizations have 
made arrangements for their next meeting. Preparations for 
their next two meetings have been made by !10 organizations; 31 
are looking ahead to three meetings, and 15 to four meetings. 
There are 3 organizations already werrying about six meetings, 
and another four are concerned about six meetings each. These 
meetings are, of course, spaced out over a fair period of time, 
as the announcements included in the Calendar extend from 
January 1961 to 1966 inclusive. 

It is to be noted that the hundreds of meetings being 
organized by the United Nations and the Specialized Agencies are 
excluded from these figures. 

The subject and geographical indexes which are provi- 
ded inthe volume offer fascinating clues as to the variety of 
interests which are catered for at international meetings, as well 
as to their world-wide distribution. 
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A note on the report of the Library Committee 
to the University Grants Commission and the 
U.G.C. revision of salary scales of Librarians in 


Universities and Colleges 


By K. Ramakrishna Rao, Librarian, 
Andhra University Library, Waltair. 


I would not have ventured to write this belated review of the Lib- 
rary Committee report, had it not been for its immense importance to the 
academic librarians in this country. I have no doubt of the value and use- 
fulness of this very important document. The report contains several highly 
significant recommendations which would give a great impetus, to the growth 
and efficiency of the academic libraries in the country. I am deeply appre- 
ciative of and agree with many of the recommendations; what follows may 
not be, therefore, construed as an attack on the Report but as a supplement 
to cover what seem to me to be significant omissions. 

I am surprised to see in the Report no reference to the government 
about admin‘stration in the university libraries. I suspect that many of the 
university libraries, including the one which 1 am privileged to serve, are 
severally handicaped for the lack of proper governmental and administrative 
relationships. The committee could have made recommendations defining 
clearly and pricisely the relations to the university administration in its sta- 
tutory setup. The librarian holds an important office which is charged with 
the administration cf a vital unit which has contacts with almost every 
department and individual in the university. The library has a major share 
in the attainment of various educational objectives. Therefore, it should be 
the right practice that the librarian be directly in contact with and responsi- 
ble to the chief-executive officer of the university, viz.. the vice-chancellor. 
I wonder in how many of our university libraries this policy is in practice. 

In many of the universities I know, the librarian is subordinate to 
the principal. He addresses all the papers to the principal who in turn trans- 
mits them to the vice-chancellor’s office with his recommendations. Apart 
from the fact that this practice has an unhealthy effect on the library morale, 
in so far as the principal’s inexpert scrutiny has unwarranted superiority 
over the librarian’s expert opinions, there is undue delay involved in corres- 
ponding through an intermediary. While the librarian is charged with an 
authority to recommend books for purchase, any purchase of books, in some 
universities, has to be approved and sanctioned by the vice-chancellor, even- 
though specific budget provisions exist for purchase in individual subject 
fields. This also results in undue delay and multiplication of correspondence. 
There are several other organisational inconveniences in the present setup of 
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many university libraries in our country to-day. The Committee’s recom- 
mendations to improve organisational and administrative conditions could 
have been very valuable. 


Library Co-operation 

One of the recommendations of the Committee concerning co-ordina- 
ted acquisition is as follows: ‘Without prejudice to recurring local needs of 
students and research workers in different subjects, the libraries of a locality 
or a region should by mutual agreement specialize in stated subjects and make 
their collection in them as complete as possible for the requirements of re- 
search, and invoke the aid of inter-library loan for books in infrequent de- 
mand in the subjects which they do not specialise’’- (Page 5) 


I wish the Committee had elaborated a little more on this statement 
and made specific recommendations to the U. G. C. how this local or national 
co-ordination of acquisitions could be effected. Actually the body of the 
text seem to recommend only specialisation in periodicals and not in books. 


It seems to me that a nationally coordinated plan under the spon- 
sorship of the U. G. C. can be incorporated as a co-operative venture involv- 
ing all the university and other research libraries in the country. The guid- 
ing principle should be that every book printed in English language which is 
of conceivable research value should be available atleast in one research lib- 
rary in India to any bonafied researeh worker in the country. The U. G. C. 
may provide funds to different institutions participating in the programme on 
lines similar to the following. 


The whole field of human knowledge may be divided into say fifty 
or sixty units and each of the participating institutions be allotted one of the 
subjects and asked to acquire all the published books in that field which are 
of conceivable research value. The U.G.C. may, as its share, pay all the 
bills of the books thus acquired, and the participating institutions, as their 
share, may be asked to provide the required staff and make these books 
available for inter-library loan. Every month, each of the participating ins- 
titutions will send to the rest of the participants a list of the books acquired 
during the month under the programme. On receiving the list, different lib- 
raries may make cards for these books for future reference. Even if no such 
record is kept one can easily find a book in a particular subject, since the lib- 
raries know which library is specialising in what subjects. The specialisation 
on the part of any library should, of course, be without any prejudice to re- 
curring local needs of students and research workers. This I think would be 
quite practicable and economical in the long run. We know that not even 
25% of the regular book stock in a university library is being frequently 
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consulted. The Stanford study has shown that 85% of the library’s books 
are not consulted even once in a decade. 
Departmental Collections 

While the Committee took care to say that “generally speaking, 
building up separate departmental libraries in not desirable’, they had 
recommended that, apart from the duplications, each department should be 
given a permanent loan of about 2000 volumes. One wonders what will hap- 
pen to the central library when each of the 30 or 40 departments in a univer- 
sity is given 2000 volumes each from the central library. The average book 
stock in the present university libraries is perhaps less than 75,000. Alloca- 
tion of books to the departments also raises several other issues such as : who 
will be responsible for the 2,000 volumes lent to the department ? does each 
department employ a librarian to provide professional service? In my opi- 
nion, if this is left to the heads of the different departments, the librarians 
are in essence giving up their claim to their professional service apart from 
mere technical preparation of books for use. 


Staff Salaries 

I think the Committee did a great service to the profession by 
pleading faculty status to the library professionals. But the categorisation 
of the different posts lacked precise analysis and systematic organisation. 
Consequently some of the recommendations seem to be extravagant. A fur- 
ther simplification of the titles and designations would have helped to simpli- 
fy matters and given a better lead towards the revision of scales of salary of 
librarians in our universities and colleges. The recent revision of scales, we 
may gratefully acknowledge, is undoubtedly due to this report. But, we may 
also regretfully say that perhaps some of the unfortunate stipulations 
contained in U.G.C. revisions may not after all be due to the complexity and 
non-coherence in the recommendations of the Committee. 

It is a matter of considerable gratification to note that the Univer- 
sity Grants Commission has decided to place the professionally qualified 
librarians on the same status as that of the teaching staff in universities and 
colleges in this country. But the U.G.C. has stipulated certain minimum qua- 
lifications for library professionals. The junior professional must have at least 
first or second class B.A.,/B.Sc./B.Com. degree plus first or second class 
M.Lib. degree, or first or second class M.A./M.Sc., degree and first or second 
class B.Lib., or one year diploma course to the post one holds in the library. 

It seems to me that the definition of a library professional in terms 
of his qualifications alone is quite unsatisfactory not simply because it 
deprives 95% of the professional men and women who have professional eligi- 
bility as per the Report of the Advisory Committee for Libraries appointed 
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by the Ministry of Education, Government of India, but also because it 
creates several anomalous situations in the existing library conditions. While I 
am fully appreciative of the need to enforce higher qulifications for the aca- 
demic librarians I fail to see any logic in rigidly sticking to qualifications 
ignoring the status and the present employment in the actual working situ- 
ations. To illustrate this point, consider for instance a university library in 
which the head librarian serving the library for several years, holds only a 
batchelor’s degree, or two batchelor’s degrees, or a third class master’s degree 
and a diploma in library science. In the same library there may bea new 
recruit who has a second class master’s degree and is working as an assistant 
in the library. According to the U.G.C. recommendations, only the later is 
eligible to be considered as a professional, where as the head librarian who is 
actually running the library cannot be so considered. 

Having similar anomalies in mind, I think that the classification 
made solely on the basis of qualification without regard to the position one 
holds, is unjust and unworkable. I, therefore, suggest that the U.G.C. may 
reconsider its recommendations not merely in the light of qualifications of 
the candidates but taking into consideration, also the position, one presently 
holds. The following is a simple scheme which, may be considered and imp- 
roved upon. 

1. The chief librarians or librarians in university libraries should be 
placed in the same status, position and scale of pay as that of a professer in 
other departments. But the university grants commission may strictly enforce 
the qualifications when new recruitment is made for that post. 

2. The deputy librarian ia university libraries should be placed in 
the same status, position and scale of pay as that of a reader in other. depart- 
ments. The universities may be instructed to keep in view the University 
Grants Commission’s specifications of qualifications for deputy librarians 
when a new appointment for that post is considered. 

3. Assistant librarians or the heads of different sections such as 
acquisition, reference, technical etc., should be placed in the same status, 
position and scale of pay as that of lecturer in otler departments. 

4. The other professional staff in the library i.e., graduates with 
diploma in library science working in college or university libraries, should be 
placed in the same status position and scale of pay as that of tutors and de- 
monstrators in the other department. 

5. The existing librarians in the various affiliated colleges with 
professiona! qualifications #.e., a degree and a diploma in library science, 
should be placed in the same status, position and scale of pay as that of lec- 
turers in those institutions, but the new recruits to fill any vacancy as 
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librarians may be made to fully qualify themselves by obtaining a master’s 
degree courses in the different regions of the country. Also, if the University 
Grants Commission thinks it necessary, short certificate courses may be orga- 
nised in university libraries to give additional training to the present incum- 
bents who do not possess a master’s degree. 

I, hope the University Grants Commission would reconsider the 
question of minimum qualifications in the light of several suggestions that are 
now being made by various library associations. I also hope that Dr. Ranga- 
nathan and Sri Kesavan, who hold the reigns of our profession in the country, 
would advise the U.G.C. and help to extend the revisions to apply to all the 
deserving librarians in our universities and colleges. 








COMING EVENTS 


Punjab State Library Conference 

The Executive Committee of the Punjab State Library Association 
in their meeting held on the 9th June, 1961 in the Panjab University Library, 
Chandigarh, decided to hold the Panjab State Library Conference in Septem- 
ber or October, 1961. The theme is “‘Library Cooperation,”’ and the Conference 
designed to discuss the problems of legislation, working conditions of librari- 
ans in colleges, higher secondary schools, public and municipal libraries. An 
exhibition of World Scientific Periodicals will also be organised. 

Chicago Library School 

The Graduate Library School of the University of Chicago will hold 
its 26th annual conference June 21 — 23, 1961. Theme of the conference is 
“Seven Questions About the Profession of Librarianship.” 

Topics scheduled for discussion include emergence of the profession 
of librarianship, the relation of librarianship education to broad patterns of 
education, the nature of librarianship, changes in librarianship to accommo- 
date specialization, and attainment of professional status. 

American Library Association 

The 80th annual Conference of the American Library Association will 
be held in Cleveland, Ohio, July 9 — 15. The theme is ‘Libraries for All,” 
and the Conference, designed to alert the librarians to rapid changes taking 
place within the profession, will consist of three general sessions. 

Special Libraries Association 

The annual convention of the Special Libraries Association (SIA) 
will be held May 28 to June 1, 1961, in San Francisco, California. It is expec- 
ted that more than 800 librarians from scientific, medical, industrial, acade- 
mic and publishing organizations througout the United States and Canada 
will attend, 

At both the general sessions and programmes arranged by the SLA’S 
16 subject divisions, discussions will be concerned with such professional 
problems as abstracting services, technical translations, information retrieval 
system for small and medium-size libraries, sources of specialized information 
relations with management, and library equipment and its application. Some 
55 exhibits of library services, publications, equipment and supplies will be 
displayed. 
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Qualified Librarians and Their Problems 


By 8. Jastin D. Rajan, B. A., Dip. in Lib.Sc., 
Assistant Librarian, St. John’s College, Palayamkottai. 

Arnold Bennet says ‘if libraries spent less on books and more on an 
educated staff, far better results would be 
obtained. It is not books that lack in the 
libraries. It is the key to their effective 
employments. That key is the individuali- 
ties and attainments of librarians and their 
staff. The point of view is quite self-evi- 
dent. 

Librarianship is no more a custo- 
dianship of books. But librarians are cus- 
todians of knowledge. Librarianship is in- 
vested with several tasks such as Adminis- 
tration, Organization, Book-selection etc., 





etc. 


This articls will place before you S. JUSTIN D. RAJAN 
some of the problems which are more or less hindrances to the betterment and 
progress of qualified librarians. The qualified librarians have got a great res- 
ponsibility. But their status is quite critical. In some places the qualified 
librarians will not be introduced at all.. The condition of qualified librarian 
with reference to their scale of salary is quite appalling. Profession of a 
qualified librarian should be vouchsafed an attractive status and salary scale. 


According to ‘News and Information’, under the head ‘Qualified 
Library Staff’, in the issue of ‘ The Indian Librarian’ December 1960. 
I find that the University Grants Commission has agreed to give profession- 
ally qualified librarians the same pay scales as enjoyed by the academic staff. 
There is a warm welcome to the fact that the U. G. C. has agreed-to the prin- 
ciple that such library staff as have B. A.,/B. Sc.,/B. Com., in Library Science 
or M. A.,/M. Sc., plus one year library science course can be placed in the lec- 
turer’s grade, 

Professionals with a post-graduate diploma or degree in library sci- 
ence were comparable to that of a lecturer in colleges. (Rs. 150 plus Rs. 51 
as D. A. prior to the recommendations of the U. G. C.) The U.G.S.’s revi- 
sion in scale of pay was allowed to all the college staff including the physical 
director, where as it was formerly denied to the qualified librarians. Now 
the qualified librarians will enjoy the same privilieges in their revision of 
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their scales of pay as the lecturers do. The need for an equitable scale of 
salary for a qualified librarian is realised once for all. But one must see whe- 
ther it is given effect to. 

Qualified librarians must be given chances of invigilation and for 
this they are eligible only when they are designated as Librarians. Secondly 
qualified librarians are better-suited for taking up the work of examinership. 
Just as the physical directors are taking up tutorial classes and thereby be- 
come eligible for examinership, the qualified librarians also can follow suit. 
Necessary provision must be made for the same, by the authorities concerned. 

The Madras Librarians are the sadly neglected and unrecognised 
class of people among the Indian librarians. Tho’ the sister university-Delhi 
University, while instituting the degree courses in library science, accepted 
the diploma in library science as equivalent to the B. Lib. Sc. degree and ad- 
mitted Dip. Lib. Sc. graduates into the Master in Library Science course, our 
own Madras University denies this priviliege to the post-graduate diploma 
holders in library science of its own, despite the fact that the duration of 
both the courses is the same one academic year, the minimum qualification 
for admission for both remaining the same, and moreover the syllabi of the 
two are the same, except with the only difference that the single paper on 
‘Book-selection, Bibliography, and Reference Service’ of the diploma syllabus 
has been split up into two, in the degree syllabus. 

We, the diploma holders are not eligible for admission to M. Lib. Sc. 
course unless and until we sit for the further examination and get thro’ in 
the same, according to the transitory provision of the University of Madras. 

What a sheer of luck on the part of a candidate who undergoes 
B.Lib.Sc. this year. (Yes, this is the Ist year (1960-’61) in which the Deg- 
ree course of Bachelor of Library Science is instituted.) A B.Lib.Sc. gradu- 
ate is considered superior to a Diploma in Library Science graduate and more- 
over he has the direct access to go for M.Lib.Sc. course whereas on the other 
hand, there is a bar before a Dip.Lib.Sc. graduate. 


How I feel why I underwent diploma course during last academic 
year. NowI wish I should have undergone B.Lib.Sc. course, this acade- 
mic year instead. This I am speaking not in the interest of my own self, but 
as a representative of many fellow librarians affected in that way. One 
could imagine the feelings of my fellow librarians scattered in several places. 
One should count their hardships in sitting for the further examination which 
is nothing but an unnecessary difficulty in view of the reasons cited above. 
What about those librarians who have already passed the diploma course in 
previous years ? 

The last, but not the least insignificant problem is this. The matter 
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whether security deposit should be taken from librarians or other library 
staff, has been carefully considered in consultation with the comptroller and 
Auditor General of India and it has been decided as follows. No security 
deposit need be taken from librarians or library staff. Such practice of ask- 
ing for security deposit would adversely affect librarians’ moral. Secondly 
the safety of library books depends on the moral tone of its users. And yet 
this practice prevails everywhere. Necessary arrangements must be made to 
see that this practice is given up in those places wherever it exists. But 
‘who is to bell the cat’ ? 

We just pray that our grievances said above, may be redressed and 
we are anxiously awaiting the happy and favourable results. What else can 
we Say ? 








SCIENCE INFORMATION SEMINAR AT NEW DELHI 


More than 60 representatives from 13 Asian countries, France, 
Mexico, the United Arab Republic, the United States, and the U.S. S. R. 
attended the Seminar on Scientific Documentation held during March 7th to 
16th, 1961, in New Delhi. The Seminar was sponsored jointly by the Govern- 
ment of India and the UNESCO South Asia Science Cooperation Office, of 
which Rudolph H. Fritsch is acting Director. 


The Seminar was conducted asa series of nine sessions combining 
papers descriptive of scientific documentation services in the countries and 
agencies represented, and working papers on various aspects of documenta- 
tion service. Two sessions were devoted to general discussions and the for- 
mulation of recommendations. Working papers covered such subjects as 
scientific documentation, document procurement and reproduction, transla- 
tion services, and cooperation between documentation services. 


Director of the Seminar was A. L. Gardiner, UNESCO Advisor to the 
Indian National Scientific Documentation Centre (INSDOC). A. Perez- 
Vitoria, Department of Natural Sciences, UNESCO, Paris, served as Chair- 
man of several sessions. ‘ 


Proceedings of the Seminar, including recommendations arising from 
the meeting, will be issued by the UNESCO South Asia Science Cooperation 
Office, New Delhi. 





A LIBRARY 


Here is where people, one frequently finds, 
Lower their voices and raise their minds. 
—Richard Armour 
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Library Movement In Andhra Pradesh. 
By P. 8. R. K. Ayyavari Sastry, 
Library Assistant, S.V. University Library, Tirupati. 


One of the movements that have been started with the co-operation 
of the public in Andhra Pradesh and which have given a helping hand to the 
all-sided development of the Andhras is the Library Movement. Though 
Baroda was said to be the first State in organising libraries, the movement was 
due to the patronage of the Maharaja of Baroda and not from the public as 
in Andhra Pradesh. 

The Kings who ruled Andhra Pradesh were lovers ‘of literature and 
Arts and as such they had honoured and patronised pvets and their works, in 
the Royal Courts. This Royal patronage helped the growth of literature 
during that period and Sri Krishnadevaraya and Rajaraja Narendra are worth 
mentioning Kings in this connection. Besides, some zamindars and _ well-to-do 
people gave encouragement and financial assistance to poets for writing and 
publishing books and as a result many works have come out. All the works of 
the poets during those times were on palm leaves and such it was not possible 
to spread the knowledge among the public in those days except by word of 
mouth, as it was very difficult to copy down the palm leaves. Until the intro- 
duction of paper and printing, the manuscripts were the only means for the 
spread of the author’s ideas and experiences. Fortunately the manuscripts of 
valuable works of the poets in those days were collected and preserved by the 
then rulers. The Tanjore Serfoji Saraswati Mahal Library is the result of the 
preservation of such valuable manuscripts in many Indian languages. 

Printed letters in the Telugu language were prepared in the year 1806 
and the printing of books started in 1834. From then onwards the number of 
publishers have gorwn in number and a good number of periodicals and books 
have been published year after year. The publication of books and periodicals 
at reasonable rates giving useful information had promoted the reading habit 
among the people. The publication of books on different subjects, serially, by 
several Associations like Vigyana Chandrika Grandhamala and Andhra Gran- 
dhamala has been started to stimulate the writing and reading habit and 
many important books on different subjects have come out as a result. The 
propoganda for Telugu colloquial language has also helped for the growth in 
the number of books and readers. 

The important feature of libraries in Andhra Pradesh is that they 
are generally attached to the temples and institutions which are also the cen- 
tres of festivals, Harikathas, Cultural activities and places for honouring poets 
and artists. Several libraries conduct anniversaries, competitions in games, 
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essay writings, elocutions, dramas, sports and games and prizes are distributed 
on festival days and other days of National importance. Everyday it is a 
striking feature to note in the newspapers about the opening ceremonies, anni- 
versaries and activities of the various libraries in Andhra Pradesh. By all 
these means libraries entertain the public and make them library-minded. The 
anniversaries of greatmen and National festivals awakened the minds of youth 
in particular and the public in genral. In certain libraries, mostly in villages, 
Radios are tuned te attract and entertain the public. Indoor games like Chess 
and Carams are also given a place in libraries to attract readers. 

Beginning 


Andhra Pradesh is the 4th largest state in the Republic of India 
with a population of 35,977,999. The whole state comprises of 20 Districts 
divided into J83 Talugs. The first public library on modern lines, of which we 
are having any knowledge, was started in the year 1886 in Visakhapatnam by 
Sri Mantena Adinarayanamurty, an elementary school teacher, and it was 
named as ‘Saraswati Grandhalayam.’ Subsequently by the end of the 19th 
Century a few libraries were started by the zeal of certain individuals, Asso- 
ciations and Committees formed for that purpose. By 1905 there were nearly 
20 good library in the State, out of which the important are ‘Saraswati 
Grandhalayam’ in Visakhapatnam (1886), ‘Gowtami Grandhalayam’ in Rajah- 
mundry (1898). and ‘Krishnadevarayandhra Bhasha Nilayam’ in Hyderabad 
(1901). All these libraries are being maintained by committees and Associa- 
tions formed for that purpose with the help of funds received in the form of 
subscription and donations from philanthropic indlviduals. But due to lack 
of qualified librarians and proper supervision these libraries could not do 
much service to the reading public although they have valuable collections of 
books and manuscripts to their credit. Local bodies like District Boards, Muni- 
cipalities and Panchyats, however small they may be, are maintaining libra- 
ries and reading rooms or giving financial assistance out of their revenues to 
the existing libraries in their jurisdiction. In the West Godavari District the 
District Board itself has started a good number of libraries besides libraries 
and reading rooms started by certain Co-operative Banks and Societies. There 
are also some libraries exclusively for women in Srikakulam, Tanuku, Tadepa- 
lligudem, Vijaywada, Guntur, Bapatla and Anantpur. The Sevasrama Vani 
Mandiram of Pedapalem and Sri Sarvojyana Vidya Pradayani Grandhalayam 
in Sangamjagarlamudi have started Book Libraries the first of its kind in India 
to facilitate the passengers travelling by boats. There is also the practice of 
issuing books at home to the readers on vheicles specially erected on cycle 
wheels for this purpose. The Friends Union at Masulipatam and Sri Vasavi 
Grandhalayam in Jaggayyapet are running such mobile libraries successfully. 
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The Saraswata Niketanam in Vetapalem is doing a good job in giving library 
facilities to the public. 


Political Spring 

Political movements like Vanade Mataram, Home Rule, Quit India 
and Non-co-operation and social reforms and writings of Sri Kandukuri Veere- 
salingam who has contributed a lot to the Telugu language and literature 
have had their influence on the Andhras. They were the days of social and 
political reforms under the foreign rules and the struggle for Independence 
was second to none. Political parties had sprung up and practically every- 
body was interested to know what was going on in the country. The questions, 
then, before the public were—What Gandhiji has said? What were the results 
of the Round Table Conference ? How was the War? This curiosity among 
the public had induced them to read the newspapers daily. People in villages 
and small towns formed into Associations and subscriptions were collected to 
subscribe to newspapers and to buy the books. Though the majority of the 
villagers were illiterate in those days, somebody who could read clearly was 
obliged to read the newspaper and books aloud and the rest listened to him 
with great interest. These asssemblies have resulted in starting small libra- 
ries in the villages of Andhra Pradesh. Night schools were opened by several 
libraries to educate illiyerate adults. Libraries also sprung up in towns and 
some of them are having their own buildings with a fair amount of income 
and Reserve Fund. Some were closed due to lack of financial assistance from 
the Government in those days. 

The Library Association 

The Andhra Library Association has played a notable part in the 
development of libraries in Andhra Pradesh. The first meeting of the libra- 
ries in Andhra was held on 10th April, 1914 under the Presidentship of Sri 
Chilakamarti Lakshminarasimham, a distinguished writer in Telugu and this 
has led to the formation of Andhra Library Association, the first of its kind 
in India, which has been responsible for the promotion of the movement in 
the other States. Without any help from the Government pise the credit of 
conducting the First All India Library Conference in 1919 under the Presi- 
dentship of Shri J. S. Kundelkar, the then Librarian of the Baroda State Lib- 
rary, and the starting of the first library journal in India by name ‘Indian 
Library Journal’, goes to the Andhra Library Association. 

The Andhra Library Association which is responsible to a large ex- 
tent for the development of Library movement in Andhra Pradesh for the last 
46 vears is a Registered body and to-day it is having its own building cost- 
ing Rs. 25,000 in Patamata near Vijayawada. The Association has got bran- 
ches all over the State to serve in the cause of the movement. The Library 
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Association has conducted library propaganda from village to village in 
Andhra Pradesh under the scheme ‘Grandhalaya Yatra’, again the first of its 
kind in the history of the Library Movement in India. The Association holds 
meetings every year to discuss the problems of libraries and librarians in the 
State. The Association is running a monthly journal by name ‘Grandhalaya 
Sarvaswam’ in Telugu, the only journal of its kind in Andhra Pradesh devo- 
ted to the activities and problems of libraries. Besides it is publishing every 
year a good number of books on Library Science in the Telugu Language and 
Sri Paturi Nagabhushanam, Secretary of the Andhra Pradesh Library Associa- 
tion must be thanked for writing, translating and editing several books in this 
connection. The Association has played a leading part in giving the necess- 
ary technical information for classifying and cataloguing books, for keeping 
the records and organising the libraries on sound lines. It also helped in 
getting the libraries registered at concessional rates and to get grants from 
the Government and the Public. The Association has taken initiative in the 
free distribution of books and money given by philanthropic individuals, pub- 
lishers, authors and Associations to libraries in the State. It may be said 
that the Association served as a “Guide, friend and philosopher’’ to the infant 
libraries in Andhra Pradesh. The Association has been associated with emi- 
nent people like Sri Suri Venkata Narasimha Sastry, Sri Kasinathuni Nages- 
wara Rao, Sri Suravaram Pratapareddy, Sri Gadicharla Harisarvottama Rao, 
Sri Ayyadevara Kaleswara Rao and Sri Ayyanki Venkata Ramanayya. The 
Association was recognised by the Government of Andhra Pradesh and due 
representation was given to the Association in the State Library Committee 
and the local Library Authorities constituted under the Andhra Pradesh Pub- 
lic Libraries Act, 1960. After the States Re-organisation the Andhra Lib- 
rary Association and the Hyderabad Library Association were amalgamated 
and named as the Andhra Pradesh Library Association with Head-quarters 
at Hyderabad. 


Library Training 
If the libraries are to be organised on sound lines it is necessary to 


have a good number of trained librarians. Since there were no facilities for 
training in library Science in Andhra Pradesh until the year 1935 students 
had to goto other Universities for the Diploma and Certificate courses in 
Librarianship. In the year 1935 the Andhra University started courses in 
Librarianship and it has trained a good number of Librarians who are now 
working all over the State. The Osmania University has statted a Diploma 
course recently. The Andhra Library Association is the first Association in 
India for conducting training courses for running rural libraries. 


Government Help 
Without necessary encouragement from the Government it is not 
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‘possible for any movement to achieve an over-all development purely out of 
public support. Until the year 1948, there was no encouragement from the 
Government except in allowing the local bodies to start Libraries and Read- 
ing Rooms and by providing grants to the existing libraries approved for this 
purpose in their jurisdiction. 
In Telengana 
Telengana is a part of the former Hyderabab State. After the 
States Re-organisation the Hyderabad State was split into three regions and 
Telengana was clubbed in Andhra State and was named as the State of 
Andhra Pradesh. The movement in the early days in Telengana was not en- 
couraging. Telengana remained isolated in respect of the Library Movement 
until the Police Action by the Government of India. However, due to the 
efforts of Sri Madapati Hanumanta Rao, Sri Suravaram Pratapareddy, Sri 
Furgula Ramakrishna Rao, Sri Vaman Nayak, Sri Kodati Narayana Reo and 
some other leaders of the movement in Telengana had made a beginning in the 
early days of the 20th Century. In the year 1901 the Krishnadevarayandhra 
Bhasha Nilayam was started in Hyderabad. The movement in Telengana 
had not received much impetus because many restrictions were imposed in 
opening libraries and anyone who took an active part in the matter was sus- 
pected by the then Nizam’s Government. Newspapers, periodicals and books 
coming from outside Telengana had created some enthusiasm and asa result 
small libraries were started by some individuals and Associations. But they 
could not developed due to the unsympathetic attitude both from the public, 
who were afraid of the Government and the Government itself. The Andhra 
Library Association is keen on the development of libraries in Telengana area 
just like in Andhra State and it has given due representation in its Associa- 
tion to the Telengana people and by conducting its annual conferences in 
Telengana area. In the year 1953—the Hyderabad Library Association star- 
ted functioning and it used to publish a monthly journal in English and 
Hindi besides conducting courses in Librarianship. Due to their efforts the 
Legislature has passed the Hyderabad Public Libraries Act, 1955. It is the 
then Hyderabad State which had enacted Library Legislation next to the 
Madras State in the year 1955. The Hyderabad Act closely fol'owed the 
Madras Public Libraries Act and in some respects it is an improvement over 
the latter. 
New Era 
The number of libraries in Andhra Pradesh is in the figure range and 
these are being maintained by different bodies like Panchayats, Municipali- 
ties, District Boards, Committees and Associations, registered or unregistered. 
There was no uniformity in the libraries in different districts of the State till 
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the year 1948 as there was no legislation to control and maintain these lib- 
raries. The credit of passing the first Library Act will go to the Madras 
(Composite) State in which the Andhra State comprising 11 Districts and 3 
Talugs was a part. According to the Madras Public Libraries Act, 1948 
Local Library Authorities were constituted in all the 11 districts of Andhra 
State with the District Educational Officer as the Secretary and they are 
running the District Central Library, the Branch Libraries and Deposit Sta- 
tions in their respective Districts. There was a Special Officer in the Depart- 
ment of Education incharge of Library affairs. 

After the formation of Andhra Pradesh the Hyderabad Public Libra- 
ties Act had to be followed in Telengana and the Madras Public Libraries Act 
in Andhra State. The Government of Andhra Pradesh has, therefore, appoint- 
ed a committee to go into the question of amalgamation of these two Acts 
and on their recommendations the Government of Andhra Pradesh enacted 
the Andhra Pradesh Public Libraries Act, 1960 and it came into force from 
Ist April, 1960 in the whole of Andhra Pradesh. This Act is on better lines 
as it has incorporated the best that wasin the Madras Public Libraries Act 
and the Hyderabad Public Libraries Act. It was also enriched with the ex- 
pert advice of men like Dr. S. R. Ranganathan. The Government of Andhra 
Pradesh has created a landmark in the history of the Library legislation in 
India by appointing the Librarian of the District Central Library as the Ex- 
officio Secretary of the Local Library Authority and by constituting a sepe- 
rate Department of Public Libraries in the State under the control of the Di- 
rector of Public Libraries. The Deputy Director of Public Libraries shall 
assist the Director in discharging his duties. The Director of Public Libra- 
ries shall supervise the State Central Library and direct and control the work 
of all Local Library Authorities in the State of Andhra Pradesh. He shall 
declare in accordance with the rules under the Act what libraries in the State 
are eligible for aid from the Government and publish annually a bibliography 
of all the books published in Andhra Pradesh in all the languages except 
English and Sanskrit. He shall also arrange for centralised classification, 
cataloguing, inter-library loan of books, co-ordination of book selection and 
maintenance of copyright registry. State Library Committee is constituted 
for advising the Government on all matters arising under the provisions of 
the Act with the Minister for Education as Chairman and the Deputy Direc- 
tor of Public Libraries as Secretary. 


For the purpose of organising and administering public library ser- 
vice in the Districts in the State of Andhra Pradesh, Local Library Authori- 
ties are constituted-one for the twin cities and one for each of the other dist- 
ricts. Every Local Library Authority shall elect one of its members to be 
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its Chairman and the District Central Librarian will be the Secretary of it. 
Every Local Library Authority shall levy in its area a Library cess in the 
form of a surcharge on the property or house tax levied by local bodies at 
the rate of 4 naye-paise for every rupee in the property or house tax levied. 
The cess so collected will be paid to the Local Library Authority in the Dist- 
rict which will maintain a fund called ‘Library Fund’. The Andhra Pradesh 
Government shall contribute to the Library Fund annually a sum not less 
than the amount collected by the respective Local Library Authorities in the 
State. With this amount the Local Library Authorities establish and main- 
tain the District Central Library, Branch Libraries and Delivery Stations in 
their respective districts. By enacting the Andhra Pradesh Public Libraries 
Act, 1960 there is a net work of libraries running on uniform lines through- 
out the State. 

The Asafia State Library at Hyderabad was declared as the State 
Central Library after the formation of Andhra Pradesh and former State 
Central Library of the erstwhile Andhra State functioning at Visakhapatnam 
was shifted to Guntur and was named as Regional Central Library. The 
Asafia State Central Library has got valuable collections of books and manu- 
scripts dealing with Oriental History and Art, literature, and Muslim Theo- 
logy ranging from 15th Century to the present day besides different speci- 
mens of the Art of Binding. The Regional Central Library at Gunter is enga- 
ged in the preperation of the Bibliography of books published in the Telugu 
language and in collecting rare and valuable manuscripts and things of artis- 
tic importance. 

The Library Movement in Andhra Pradesh has helped the Andhras 
in developing their language and literature, in the spreading of knowledge to 
rural and urban areas, in awakening public for social and political activities 
and in making them staunch devotees of the motherland. Dr.S. Radha- 
krishnan, Vice-President of our Republic says, ‘“‘The success of a democracy 
depends on the level of intelligence of the people who compose it’’. Let us 
hope that the Libraries in Andhra Pradesh will pay a greater role in achiev- 
ing this object in the years to come. 





STUDENTS’ HANDBOOK 1961. London : The Library 
Association. 1961. 8s. 6d. 


This well-known Handbook contains the regulations and syllabus of 
professional examinations, notes on facilities for the study of, and training 
in, librarianship including particulars of schools and courses and a graded 
list of textbooks and works of reference, Map showing access to Chaucer 
House and copies of the examination papers set in 1960. It isa book which 
is indispensable. We highly commend it to all students of Library Science. 
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Mr. Raina’s Suggested Classification Scheme 
of 891.3 Hindi Literature - A Critical Study 


By V. 8S. Rastogi, M.A., B.Sc., Dip.Lib.Se. 
Agra University Library, Agra 

I read with interest the articles of the March 1961 issue of the 
‘Indian Librarian’. All of them well portray the high standard of the maga- 
zine. Specially Mr. A. P. Srivastava’s article ‘Knowledge Classification-on 
March’ and Mr. G. D. Bhargava’s article ‘Telescoping in Colon Classification’ 
throw a flood light on the modern theory of classification. They bear a testi- 
mony to India’s contribution towards researches in the science of knowledge 
classification and their application to library practices. But, simultaneously 
one is shocked to study Mr. Raina’s ‘Suggested Cla-sification Scheme of 891.3 
Hindi Literature.’ Even toa begginer in the science of classification some 
of its glaring defects are obvious at the very first study. With due regards 
to Mr. Raina, I give a few of them here, as I have seen them from the point 
of view of a student of the Science of Classification. 

In the absance of any explanation to the scheme of classification one 
is apt to derive his own inter-pretations which may differ from individual to 
individual and thus mar the uniformity of the proposed scheme. Mr. Raina 
has expanded his scheme on Dewey Decimal base but at places it goes funda- 
mentally against its mother. Dewey places Hindi language at 491.43 and 
Hindi Literature at 891.43 and not at 891.3 as the author of the expansion 
has assumed. Dewey gives good expansion of all other subjects except Indic 
languages, literature, religion and philosophy. There seems little need to 
drag all subjects viz. religion, philosophy, folklore, culture, biography, auto- 
biography, travels and language with its sub-divisions dictionaries and gram- 
mar etc. in literature. Thus the literature class has become an odd mixture 
of all subjects. 

Dewey expands the classes 420, the English language and 820, the 
English literature with sufficient details and recommends the expansion of 
all other languages and literatures on a similar pattern. One is hard to under- 
stand what made the author of the expansion to deviate from this rule. 

According to classification theory classes eminating from the same 
universe of knowledge are coordinate classes and they should find place in 
the same array. Contrary toit we find Mr. Raina placing Hindi Adikala 
Poetry at 891.311, Hindi Reet kala Poetry at 891. 32 Nai Dhara, I Develop- 
ment 1890—1926 at .323, Nai Dhara, II Development 1925—1950 at .333 
and Nai Dhara III Development 1950 onwards at .334. One is unable to under- 
stand why the same class poetry has been split up in three different arrays 


JUNE 1961 47 











V. S. RASTOGI 


311, .32., & 33. Similarly drama has been split up to three different arrays 


at .337, .359, and .362 and so is the case with fiction. 


In the chain 891.3. Hindi Literature 


891.33 ? 
891.333 Nai Dhara II Development 1925—1950 


$91.33 is a missing link and one is unable to guess what the author of the 
expansion would have in mind for the immediate universe 891.33 to make 
poetry, drama and fiction as its subordinate classes. 

Keeta kala Poetry finds place in the array of the 5th order while 
the drama, the fiction and the essay coextensive to poetry find their place in 
the array of the 6th order. The poetry, the drama, the fiction and the essays 
are the principal four form division of any literature and they are coexten- 
sive to each other, to place them in two different arrays seems very illogical. 

The principle of Mnemonies which has so well been utilised by 
Dewey in the Language and Literature classes as in no other class, has been 
totally ignored by Mr. Raina. The Form-divisions 1-poetry, 2-drama, 
3-fiction, 4-essays, 5-speeches, 6-letters, 7-satire, and 8-miscellary have so 
deeply been rooted in the minds of the users of Dewey that any deviation 
from it looks jarring. 

Prem Chand and Jai Shanker Prasad find a prominent place on the 
schdules of the expansion, but nothing has been said and no specific numbers 
have been provided for equally important other novelists, poets, dramatists 


and essayists. Neither any principle has been enuciated to accomodate vari- 


ous authors. 
.362 to .368 have been devoted to different periods of Pure-Criticism 


but nothing has been said about placing the critical studies of particular au- 
thors or on their specific works which cover a good portion of the stock of 
every library. 

.09 is the established place for the History Form division and conse- 
quently 891.309 would have been the right placing for the History of Hindi 
Literature but contrary to it we find it placed at 891.38. Dewey scheme it- 
self places History of English Literature at 820.9. 

A close study of the expansion shows that numbers to the subjects 


have been assigned in an arbitrary way and not according to the well estab- 
lished cannons of classification. Thus the suggested expansion when put to 


the anvil of theory, it crumbles. 





If this nation is to be wise as well as strong, if we are to achieve our destiny, 
then we need more new ideas for more wise men reading more good books in more public 
libraries. These libraries should be open to all-except the censor. We must know all the 
facts and hear all the alternatives and listen to all the criticisms. Let us welcome contro- 
versial books and controversial authors. For the Bill of Rights is the guardian of our secu- 
rity as well as our liberty. 

—PRESIDENT JOHN KENNEDY 
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Tagore Centenary Celebrations 
1861 — 1961 


World wide celebrations to mark Rabindranath Tagore’s birth cen- 
tenary on May 7, 1961 is a welcome indication of the influence of his ideas 
everywhere. 

“What was Tagore? Dreamer and poet, singer and artist, musi- 
cian, play-wright and actor, novelist and essayist, educator and humanist, 
nationalist and internationalist, philosopher and man of action. Even this 
brief record of the many-sidedness of his life gives us an inadequate picture 
of him. We have the magic of his words and songs with us; one of these 
songs has become our beautiful National Anthem : Jana Gana Mana. Suc- 
ceeding generations will derive inspiration from his writings and from the 
story of his life. They will think of him as one in line with the ancient sages 
of this land who have come from time to time to rejuvenate us and to pull 
us out of narrow ruts of thought and action.’’ 

Those words by Our Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru help us to 
understand why Tagore has often been referred to as ‘“‘a universal man’’ and 
“an unparalleled figure in world literature.”’ 


Rabindra Bhawan 


President Rajendra Prasad declared open on May 7, ‘“Rabindra 
Bhawan’’, the home of the three National Akademies in the Capital. 

The inauguration of the Bhawan which was one of the main func- 
tions of the hundredth birth anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore, was attend- 
ed by a large number of people including Vice-President Radhakrishnan, 
Prime Minister Nehru and other Union Cabinet Ministers, members of the 
diplomatic corps, M. P.’s. men of letters and artists. 

The President referred to various aspects of Tagore’s genius and 
said that ‘‘Rabindranath interpreted for us true spirit and our cultural herit- 
age”’. 

He expressed the hope that all those connected with the three 
National Akademies which were going to be housed in ‘“‘Rabindra Bhawan’’ 
would draw inspiration from Tagore’s life and works. 

Professor Humayun Kabir, Minister for Scientific Research and Cul- 
tural Affairs and Secretary of the Tagore Centenary Celebrations Committee, 
described Tagore as “perhaps the completest embodiment of artistic genius 
that the world has known.” 

He presented copies of a collection of eighteen essays of Tagore en- 
titled, ‘‘Towards Universal Man’’ to the President, the Vice-President and 
the Prime Minister. 








TOWARDS UNIVERSAL MAN, by Rabindranath Tagore. Introduction by 
Humayun Kabir. Bombay : Asia Publishing House, 1961. 387 Pages. 
Rs. 12.50. (The Tagore Centenary Commemorative Volume) 


This well-produced book contains eighteen essays of Tagore on 
sociological and educational topics of permanent interest to people through- 
out the world. In his Introduction, Prof. Humayun Kabir examines life- 
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long work in various spheres and explains why Tagore’s message is of uni- 
versal interest and value. 

Tagore was an outstanding publicist, philosopher, educator, philolo- 
gist, artist, composer, actor and director. His work in each of these fields 
combined traditional national features with bold pioneering. His legacy 
thus is for all the world although his own motherland naturally treasures it 
most intimately. 

Tagore considered education a vital need. His practical contribution 
to education, for instance, in the shape of Santiniketan and Visava-Bharati 
is of the highest order. 

As Prof. Richard P. Mckeon observes, Tagore “presents the problems 
and movements of our times concretely and with well-rounded sensitivity; 
they become problems not of India but of the world and of mankind.” 
There can be no better illustrations of this than his celebrated essays ‘‘Crisis 
in Civilisation,’’ written on his 80th birthday. 

These writings of Tagore build up for the reader a picture of the 

real India in all its beauty and greatness, its diversity and at the same time 
its unity; they describe the life of the people, past and present. Through his 
writings Tagore helped millions in all parts of the world to understand that 
vital historical stage through which India passed in the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. 
CONTENTS INCLUDE: Foreword; Preface; Introduction; The Vicissitudes of Education: 
Society and State; The Problem of Education; What Then ?; Presidential Address; East and 
West; Hindu University; On the Eve of Departure; The Master’s Will Be Done; The Cen‘re of 
Indian Culture; The Unity of Education; The Call of Truth; The Striving for Swaraj; A Poet’s 
School; City and Village; Co-operation; The Changing Age; Crisis in Civilization. 

This book is sure to attract and deeply impress the readers all over 
the world. 





WIT AND WISDOM OF RABINDRANATH TAGORE :—Being a treasury of 
several thousand valuable thoughts collected from the speeches and writings of 
the Bard of the East and classified under about eight hundred subjects by N. B. 
Sen. New Delhi: New Book Society of India. 1961. 384p. Rs, 25/- 


1961 will go down in history as the year of the Tagore Centenary 
Celebrations. Rabindranath Tagore stands out asa man of extraordinary 
genius whose contributions to India & the world are outstanding. 


This ambitious anthology attempts to embrace almost all preblems 
concerning humanity, ranging from Age and Youth, Art and Poetry, Rooks 
and Beauty, Chanting and Singing, Crowd Psychology, Dancing Girls, 
Eternal Harmony, Falsehood, Flowers and Thorns, Husband and Wife, Joy 
and Beauty, Knowledge, Life’s Voyage, Man and Woman, National Anthem, 
Poetry and Prose, Promptness, Religion and Politics, Self-Consciousness, 
Strength to Surrender, Veil of Darkness to Wisdom and Literature. 

Although the book is intended simply to provide entertainment, it 
may also serve to arouse an interest in Tagore’s mastery over a large field 
of literary activity — poetry, drama, novels and short stories etc. 

Edited with scholarly care, well printed and very readable, this is 
one of the best editions of ‘Wit and Wisdom Series’ for the general reader, 
and worthy to be kept on the shelves of all libraries. 
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Mr. S. R. Bhatia, Editor, The Indian Librarian, The Hon’ble Mr. Justice 
Tek Chand, Mr. G. L. Trehan, Active Member of the PSLA, (Mrs.) R. Chopra, 
Reference Librarian, Central State Library and some prominent librarians 
are watching the opening of the Book Exhibition by Miss Sarla Khanna, 
I. A. S., Director of Public Instruction, Punjab, on May 7, 1961 in the Cent- 
ral State Library, Chandigarh. This Exhibition was organised in co-operation 
with the Punjab State Library Association; Punjab University Library, 
Chandigarh; USIS, New Delhi; Language Department, Patiala and Punjab 
State Archives, Patiala. Earlier Miss Sarla Khanna and the Hon’ble Mr. 
Justice Tek Chand, who presided over the function were received by Dr. 
Jagdish Saran Sharma, University Librarian, Punjab University _Library and 
President of the Association and Shri B. S. Gujrati, Librarian, Central State 
Library, Chandigarh. 


% % & * % % 


An Appreciation by Amiya Chakravarty 


Amiya Chakravarty, Professor of Comparative Oriental Religions 
and Literature at Boston University, has recently written A Tagore Reader 
(Macmillan, New York). Dr. Chakravarty, along time friend and literary 
secretary of Rabindranath, spoke on “The Creative Genius of Tagore’’ on 
May 5th at Howard University in Washington, D.C. After the lecture a 
film about Santiniketan was shown. 


& * & * % *® 
In London a “Homage to Tagore Meeting and Concert’’ were held 
on May 8th in Albert Hall. The programme included an address by Viscount 
Hailsham, Minister of Science; songs rendered by Mme. Rajeswari Datta, 
India’s famous singer of Tagore songs; readings of Rabindranath’s verses by 
Dame Sybil Thorndike; and a concert by the London Symphony Orchestra, 
which performed several pieces of Indian music. 


JUNE 1961 51 














Festschrift to Dr. Ranganathan 


Dr. S. R. Ranganathan will be completing his 70th year in August 
1962. It has been decided to present a 
Commemoration Volume to him on that 
occasion. An international Committee con- 
sisting of top persons in the library profes- 
sion has been formed. According to Mr. 
P. N. Kaula, Secretary ‘Ranganathan Com- 
memoration Volume Committee’ over 54 con- 
tributions from all over the world have al- 
ready been received. Among the contribu- 
tors are : Mr. James B. Childs of The Library 
of Congress, Washington; Prof. Thelma Eaton 
of University of Illinois Library School, 
Urbana; Dr. Ralph Shaw, Dean of the Lib- 
rary School at Rutgers University in New 
Jersey; Dr. J.H. Shera, Dean Library School, 
Western Reserve University, Cleveland; Dr. 
Melton, Chief Documentation Centre, West- 
ern Reserve University, Cleveland; Mr. B. I. 
Palmer, Education Officer, Library Associa- — 
tion, London; Mr. D. J. Foskett, Librarian, — 
Institute of Education, University of Lon- 
don; Mr. B. C. Vickery, DSIR Lending Library Unit, London; (Miss) Barbara 
Kyle, Social Sciences Documentation, London; Mr. C. A. Crossby, Librarian, 
Public Library, Leeds, and Mr. S. R. Bhatia, Editor, Indian Librarian, Jullun- 
dur (India). Three papers from Japan and two from Germany have also been 
received. 
Sixth Indian Standards Convention—1961 

The 6th ISI Convention will be held at Kanpur from December 25 
to 31, 1961. Dr.S. R. Ranganathan has very kindly agreed to preside over 
a Session S—7 pertaining to Housing and Preservation of Documents. For 
further information, please write to: Mr. G. L. Gulati, Organising Secretary, 
6th Indian Standards Convention, Manak Bhavan, 9 Mathura Road, 
New Delhi—1. 
Russian Librarians visit US Libraries 

Four librarians from Soviet Union landed in Washington, D.C., on 
April 5 for a four-week visit to the United States under the US-USSR Ex- 
change Agreement. During their visit, which was conducted under ALA 
auspices, they visited Washington, Chicago, Cleveland, Boston, Cambridge, 
and New York. 

The Russian librarians were Nikandr Gavrilov, Chief of Central Lib- 
rary Inspection of the Ministry of Culture of the USSR; Irina Bagrova, Di- 
rector of the Reference and Bibliographical Department of the State Lenin 
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Library at Moscow; Viktor Barashenkov, Director of the State Public Library 
at Leningard; and Lev Vladimirov, Director of the Research Library of 
Vilnius State University in Lithuania. They were accompanied throughout 
their US tour by Raynard C. Swank, Director of ALA’s International Rela- 
tions Office. 


Seven American librarians set off for Russia at the beginning of May 
for a tour of Soviet libraries. They were : Mrs. Frances Lander Spain, Presi- 
dent of the American Library Association; David H. Clift, Executive Director 
of the ALA; Rutherford D. Rogers, Chief Assistant Librarian of Congress; 
Raynard C. Swank, Director of ALA’s International Relations Office; Melville 
J. Ruggles, Vice President of the Council on Library Resources, Inc; Miss 
Sallie Farrell, Field Representative of the Louisiana State Library, and Emer- 
son Greenway, Director of the Philadelphia Free Library. 


International Conference on Cataloguing Principles 


The IFLA (International Federation of Library Associations) Inter- 
national Cataloguing Conference will be held at Unesco House in Paris, Octo- 
ber 9-18, 1961. IFLA, with headquarters in Berne, Switzerland, is comprised 
of 86 library associations in 51 countries. The Federation works through 
international committees, and the meeting in Paris will be promoted by the 
Working Group on Cataloguing Principles. 


The Council on Library Resources has given IFLA a grant of $95, 
420 toward the expenses of the meeting, and Unesco will also assist in the 
planning and organization of the Conference. In commenting on the grant 
Verner W. Clapp, President of the Council on Library Resources, said, “If 
there were international coordination of cataloguing rules, research libraries 
everywhere might be spared much time and expense, and errors and confu- 
sion of books could be reduced and avoided entirely. Uniformity of catalogu- 
ing would also be of inestimable service to scholars.’’ 


Representatives of a number of international organizations and of 
50 national library groups are expected to attend the ten-day meeting. 
Spokesmen from several national libraries and special libraries are also ex- 
pected to be present. 


The Conference will be concerned with only one type of catalogue 
— the alphabetical catalogue of authors and titles — and the agenda will be 
limited to discussions of choice and form of entry words and headings. Ques- 
tions included in the agenda relate to those aspects of cataloguing practice 
that represent marked variations under different cataloguing systems. 


Seventeen Working Papers for the Conference had been commis- 
sioned, one of them being on special studies of various types of Indic names 
for coordination in an Alphabetical Catalogue. The Working Papers are be- 
ing circulated among members of ‘‘National Committee’ for the participat- 
ing countries for comments. 


National Committee for India has been formed with Dr. Nihar Ranjan 
Ray, President, Indian Librarian Association as Chairman, and Shri Beno- 
yendr Sengupta, Assistant Librarian, National Library, Calcutta, as Organis- 
ing Secretary. Twenty members were nominated by the Chairman represent- 
ing : Indian Library Association; National Library, Calcutta and Central Refe- 
rence Library; IASLIC; Indian National Bibliography; Indian Science Cong- 
ress; Central Drug Research Institute, Lucknow; Delhi Public Library; Sinha 
Library, Patna; Institute of Library Science, Delhi; INSDOC, New Delhi; 
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Central Secretariat Library, Government of India, Ministry of Education, 
New Delhi: and universities of Calcutta, Delhi, Bombay, Madras, Baroda, 
Poona, Aligarh and Punjab. 

Official Representations from India: Besides Shri Benoyendra Sen- 
gupta, Assistant Librarian, National Library, Calcutta, who will be invited 
to attend the International Conference both in his personal capacity as con- 
tributor of a Working Paper and as official delegate of the Indian Library 
Association, Dr. C. P. Shukla, Librarian, Baroda University Library will 
attend the Conference as the Second Official Delegate of the Indian Library 
Association. The Organising Committee of the IFLA International Confe- 
rence will bear the entire expenses of these two delegates. 


Annual Conference 1961 

The Annual Conference of the Library Association, London, will be 
held in Hastings, from the 18th — 22nd September, 1961, by invitation of 
the Mayor and Corporation cf Hastings. Sir Charles Snow, C. B. E., LL. D., 
F. R. S. L., will preside over the Conference. 

The Proceedings will be opened by the Mayor of Hastings on Tues- 
day morning, in the White Rock Pavilion, when Sir Charles Snow will deliver 
his Presidential Address. 

The Annual Lecture will be delivered on Thursday afternoon by 
Dr. F. Lincoln Ralphs. 

An exhibition of books, equipment and library appliances will be 
arranged in the Pier Pavilion. The Exhibition will be opened by the Presi- 
dent at 3.30 p.m. on Monday. 

Library Literary Council, (LIBLIT), Chandigarh is an informal group 
of members of the profession organised with a view to promote advance study 
in Library Science and to provide a forum for discussion of the technical 
problems facing the working librarians. It seeks the cooperation of leading 
librariaas and active participation of all members of the profession. 

First meeting of the LIBLIT was held on the 23rd June, 1961 at the 
residence of Mr. V. P. Kaystha. Mr. K. B. Gauri, Assistant Librarian, Punjab 
University Library, Chandigarh and the General Secretary of the Panjab 
State Library Association initiated the discussion with a paper on the 
“Pattern of Administrative Organisation in Libraries.’’ Discussion centered 
on two main points :— 

1. Composition and Functions of Library Committees : It was held 
that Library Committees should be so constituted as to provide for due repre- 
sentation to the Library’s clientele, the Library profession and the local ad- 
ministration. 

It is best to have the Library Committees which are advisory In 
nature. 

2. Nature of the Administrative Organisation : The administrative 
organisation of a Library should be functional. To provide reasonable span 
of control, administratively a large library should have two divisions :— 
1. Technical Services Division, and 2. Services Division. 

In University Libraries the Technical Services Division may be fur- 
ther divided into 3 Groups to effect subject specialisation, These are :— 
1. Humanities Group including languages, 2. Social Sciences Group, 


3. Natural Sciences Group. 
—Hakim Singh, Rapporteur (LIBLIT) 
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PEOPLE IN LIBRARY NEWS 


Sri K. Rama Krishna Rao, Librarian, Andhra University Library, 
Waltair, has been awarded the first prize of $200 in the First National Beta 
Phi Mu Award for Excellence in Professional writing. His essay was on 
‘Library Development in India’. Our hearty congratulations. 


Judges were Eric Moon, Editor, Library Journal; Samray Smith, 
Editor, ALA Bulletin; and John Wakeman, Editor, Wilson Library Bulletin. 
The awards are maintained by a grant from United Educators, Inc. of Lake 
Bluff, Illinois. 


% % % % % * 
Sir Frank Francis, K. C. B., Director and Principal Librarian of the 
British Museum, London, has been named consultant to Collier’s Encyclopedia. 
Sir Frank will serve as consultant for the United Kingdom and all parts of 
the English-speaking world outside of the United States and Canada. 


In announcing the appointment, Dr. Louis Shores, Editor-in-Chief 
of the Encyclopedia, said, “Our Selection of Sir Frank was prompted by his 
unquestioned eminence as a scholar, author and leader in the field of Library 
Science’. 

Among his many activities Sir Frank is Vice-President of the Unesco 
Advisory Committee on Bibliography, Chairman of the Academic Libraries 
Association, International Federation of Library Associations, a member of 
the Bibliographical Society of America and an honorary foreign member of 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 


* % * * # % 

Sri R. L. Mittal, Assistant Librarian, Panjab University Library, 
Chandigarh, has been appointed Lecturer 
in Library Science. Mr. Mittal’s profes- 
sional career in librarianship began at 
Government College, Sangrur and then 
at Government College for Teachers, in 
Jullundur City. He is M. A., LL. B. of 
the Panjab University and First Class 
First in Diploma in Library Science of 
Delhi University. 


Sri Mittal is one of the ablest lib- 
rarians of Panjab, who combines experi- 
ence with intelligence, success with mod- 
esty. In his three years at the Panjab 
University, he worked in administration 
division, taught as part time courses in 
Library Science and won respect and loy- 
alty from his authorities, associates, stu- 
dents of library training class, readers and 
members of the faculty. 


Sri Mittal has been an active 
member of the Panjab State Library 
Association since 1957 and is now the 
Vice-President of the Association. SRI R. L. MITTAL 
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SPEAKING OF LIBRARIES 


The Library of Congress, Washington 

“Neither a digest of information nor a statistical analysis can port- 
ray completely the complexity of the operations of the Library of Congress’’. 
states L. Quincy Mumford, Librarian of Congress, in the Annual Report of the 
Librarian of Congress for the Fiseal Year Ending June 30, 1960. 

Increased service waS given to growing members of readers—-734,000 
compared with 672,000 in the previous year — in all the Library’s progra- 
mmes. .The rise in readers occured partly among those visiting the general 
reading rooms and the Science Reading Room and is attributable largely to 
an extension, made possible by Congressional appropriations, of the hours of 
evening and weekend service in those reading rooms. The Science and Tech- 
nology Division, for example, handled 11 times as many inquiries in fiscal 
1960 as it did in fiscal 1956. 

The new National Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections — initia- 
ted by the Library of Congress a few months before the beginning of fiscal 
1960 to provide scholars with a key to locating original source materials 
throughout the country — expanded its scope and progressed toward a truly 
comprehensive inventory of the Nation’s principal manuscript resources. 
When it was begun, the Library expected cooperation from some 90 institu- 
tions in cataloging some 3,000 collections of manuscripts; as 1960 ended, the 
project’s staff had concluded agreements with some 450 institutions and had 
received data from about 150 on more than 5,600 collections. 

A monumental Guide to the Study of the United States of America, 
which identifies and describes in 1,193 pages some 10,000 ‘representative 
books reflecting the development of American life and thought,’’ was pub- 
lished by the Library. The list of titles for all Library publications issued 
during the year consumes 5 pages in the Report. 

To the Library of Congress permanent collections, which are the 
possessions of the American people, 868.980 items were added in fiscal 1960. 
They brought the total number of reference materials available to the Govern- 
ment and the public to 38,995,221 items. 

Indian Council of World Affairs Library, New Delhi 

The Library has made good progress in acquiring publications on 
international relational and law, underdeveloped economies, and Indian poli- 
tics during the present century. Some progress has been made in acquiring 
Russian, Chinese, Japanese, Indonesian and Arabic publications. The Rus- 
sian collection has now grown to 3,500 volumes. A _ large collections of pub- 
lications relating to the international communist movement including reports 
of the Communist International, files of Communist International and World 
News and Views and sets of pamphlets on the communist movement in Great 
Britain and the United States of America have been acquired. 

The total number of books in the library on 31 December 1960 was 
65,663 of which 5,873 were added during the year; periodicals and news- 
papers received on the same date were 1,018, of which 92 were added during 
the year. In addition to processed books and pamphlets, 6,593 United Na- 
tions (including the Specialized Agencies) documents, 505 other pamphlets 
and 719 official publications were added. 

The Indian Wheat Loan Educational Exchange Programme has 
sanctioned a sum of $7,000 for purchase of books during 1960—61 from the 


USA. 





—From the Annual Report on the working of the 
Indian Council of World Affairs, New Delhi., 1960 
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Notable Books of 1960° 


Selected by Notable Books Council, Adult Services Division, American 


Library Association and the staffs of 36 libraries across the nation. 


Adams, Ansel E. and Newhall, Nancy—This is the American Earth Sierra club (distr. Knopf) 


Adamson, Joy—Born Free. Pantheon 

American Heritage, ed.— Picture history of the Civil War. Doubleday 
Asimov, Isaac—The Intelligent Man’s Guide to Science 2 v. Basic Books. 
Baruch, Bernard M.—The Public Years. Holt 

Bates, Marston—The Forest and the Sea. Random 

Berckelaers, Ferdinand L.—Sculpture of This Century. Braziller 

Berenson, Bernard—The Passionate Sightseer. Simon 

Blake, Peter—The Master Builders. Knopf 

Bowen, Elizebeth—A Time in Rome. Knopf 

Brown, Robert M. and Weigel, Gustave—An American Dialogue. Doubleday 
Catton, Bruce—Grant Moves South Little, Brown 

Copland, Aaron—Copland on Music. Doubleday 

Cousins, Norman—Dr. Schweitzer of Lambarence. Harper 

Durrell, Lawrence—Clea. Dutton 

Eiseley, Loren C-—The Firmament of Time. Atheneum 

Frankfurter, Felix —Felix Frankfurter Reminisces. Reynal 

Gombrich, E.H.J. Art and Illusion. Pantheon 

Graves, John—Goodby toa River. Knopf 

Grout, Donald J.—History of Western Music. Norton 

Heilbrener, Robert L.—The Future as History. Harper 

Hersey, John—The Child Buyer. Knopf 

Kahn, Herman—On Thermonuclear War. Princeton University Press 
Knowles, John—A seperate Peace. Macmillan 

Kobler John—The Reluctant Surgeon; a Biography of John Hunter. Doubleday 
di Lampedusa, Giuseppe—The Leopard. Pantheon 

Lee, Harper—To kill a Mockingbird. Lippincott 

Lewis, C.S.—The Four Loves. Harcourt 

McGinaley, Phyllis—Times Three. Viking 

Mauriac, Francois—The Son of Man. World 


Morison, Elting Elmore—Turmoil and Tradition, a study of the Jife and Times of Henry L. 


Stimson, Houghton 
Nowell, Elizebeth—Thomas Wolfe. Doubleday 
Pope-Hennessy, James—Queen Mary : 1867-1953 Knopf 
Priestley, John B—Literature and Western Man. Harper 
Read, Conyers—Lord Burghley and Queen Elizabeth. Knopf 
Rostow, Wolt W—Stages of Economic Growth. Cambridge University Press 
Schlesinger, Jr. Arthur M.—The Politics of Upheaval. Houghton 
Schwarz-Bart, Andre—The Last of the Just. Atheneum 
Sergeant, Elizabeth S.— Robert Frost; the Trial by Existence. Holt 
Shapiro, Karl J.—In Defense of Ignorance. Random 
Shirer, William L.—The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich. Simon and Schuster 
Snow, Sir Charles P.—The Affair. Scribner a 
Snow Sir Charles P.—The Two Cultures and the Scientific Revolution. 
Cambridge University Press 
Teale, Edwin W.— Journey into Summer. Dodd 
Herbert A.— Education and the Human Quest Harper 
Williams, Vinnie Walk Egypt. Viking 








*Courtesy : American Library Association, Chicago 
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Rs. 700/- Prize 
GOOD PARENTS GROUP 


Population Essay Contest 1962 


THE CONTEST is designed to deepen friendship among Indians and 
give opportunity to young writers who show ability in discussing the popula- 
tion problem. THE PRIZE-WINNING ESSAY must be more than three 
thousand words, typewritten on one side of the paper only. It should be 
written in English or Hindi. Two typed copies should be submitted by May 30, 
1962. For details and the list of topics, please address :—- 


The Indian Librarian, 233, Model Town, 
JULLUNDUR CITY (India) 
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‘BOOK NEWS’ 
Will Help You Sell More Books 


Now in its fifth year of uninterrupted publication, 
BOOK NEWS is still the only Journal of its kind in India, 
bringing its readers the latest news about book publishing, 
book sales and the top news about the library world. Here 
is what BOOK NEWS can do for you : 

%* Keep you abreast of the latest trends and develop- 
ments in publishing world. 

%* Keep you informed of the latest releases from the 
South and North Indian Publishers. 

%* Give you the cream of the news in publishing abroad. 

*% And if you are publisher — BOOK NEWS is the 
perfect advertising medium, bringing your message 
to hundreds of bookminded readers and librarians 
all over India. 

Let BOOK NEWS serve you ! By joining the Council 


You Get BOOK NEWS free of Charge ! 
READ BOOK NEWS! Subscribe for it Now ! 
Annual Subscription : Inland Rs. 5/- U.K. 18sh. USA $2.50 


For details please write : 


The Editor, BOOK NEWS, 8, Victoria Crescent Road, 
MADRAS-8. 
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Books are the only way in which we can learn about past ages, and are the 
best key to an understanding of social groups that we never frequent. 
—Andre Maurois 


The Literature of the Social Sciences: An introductory Survey and Guide, by 
Peter R. Lewis, F.L.A. London : The Library Association. 1960 222p. 28s. 


There are very few books which exclusively deal with Social Sciences. 
The learned author of this book removes the long-felt need of one which has 
a thorough discussion and imparts new knowledge about the works available 
on Social Sciences, irrespective of various controversies and schouls of thought. 


The first chapter opens with a discussion on Social Sciences in gene- 
ral. Histories, Surveys and national surveys have been included and general 
reference books given. Not only have bibliographies becn incorporated, but 
periodicals, guides to research, encyclopedias and dictionaries have also been 
covered. In addition, the problems of libraries with regard to classification and 
cataloguing, book selection, acquisition, cooperation, documentation, etc., 
have been discussed, though briefly. 

Similarly, the chapters on Economics, Statistics, Commerce and In- 
dustry, Political Science and Public Administration, Law, International Affairs 
and Sociology are exhaustive. 

For instance, the chapter on econmics mentions not only bibliogra- 
phies, guides and reference books it also gives lists of authoritative works on 
economic theory, contemporary economics, special subjects as population, 
income and wealth, trade and monoplies. The chapter on economic history 
and conditions refers to regions and underdeveloped areas, commonwealth 
and other countries. Economic history is confined to that of Great Britain 
alone. But industrial and commercial organisations, agriculture and rural] in- 
dustry, labour and financial organisations, and transport have been dealt with. 
The chapter on statistics gives us a glimpse of the literature on international 
statistics, national official statistics, census publications, sources and readings 
in different countries. The books on commerce and industry cover reference 
works, trade yearbooks and directories, commercial intelligence, business 
management and organisation. While discussing works on political science and 
public administration, the author makes reference to books on political theory 
and philosophy, constitutions, public administration, official publications, etc. 
Law books cover a wide field : encyclopedias, dictionaries, jurisprudence, 
sources of law and international law. The chapter on international law refers 
to bibliographies, guides, histories, surveys, reference works, international or- 
ganisations, the United Nations, the League of Nations and other organisa- 
tions. Sociology works contain not only histories and textbooks but also those 
on social conditions and social services. Each chapter discuses the library 
problems. 
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We must say the author has made a very judicious selection of books 
on Social Sciences and meets all requirements. It is a handy publication which 
deals comprehensively with the literature on Social Sciences. It is a valuable 
contribution and is sure to be liked by the teachers as well as research stu- 
dents and scholars. 


Colon Classification, by §, R. Ranganathan. 6th Edition, Completely Revised. 
Bombay : Asia Publishing House. 1960. 4388p. Rs. 18.75 

In this 6th edition, the learned author gives us the latest advances 
and conclusions made in the particular field of Colon Classification research 
work. He presents us solutions to many of our vexed problems in this field, 
with a coherent and very readable application. This really significant work 
written in masterfully simple and clear style should be of the utmost use 
to librarians, classifiers and students of Library Science. 


The Colon Classification differs from Dewey’s Decimal Classification 
and the Congress Classification in some fundamental respects. It is their 
manifest aim to provide a ready-made Class Numbers for most subjects. 
Hence, such manuals consist, for the most part, of the Schedules of Classifica- 
tion. And their Schedules are, by several times, larger than that of the 
Colon Classification. Each such scheme is called an Enumerative Classifica- 
tion. Colon Classification is not an enumerative scheme. 

In the Colon Classification, ready-made Class Numbers are not 
assigned to subjects. The schedule in the Colon Classification may be said to 
consist of certain standard unit-schedules. These correspond to the standard 
pieces in a meccano apparatus. By combining these standard pieces in diffe- 
rent ways, many different objects can be constructed. In this scheme, the 
function of the Colon (:) and other connecting symbols is like that of the 
bolts nuts in a meccano set. 

The book consists of three parts. Part one givesa set of rules for 
constructing class numbers, the aid of the unit schedules of classification 
is given in part two. Part three gives classes and classics in Indology worked 
out in far greater detail than in other schemes. The Indological schedules 
will also be of use in classifying Manuscripts Libraries. It includes of Sac- 
red Books with special names. 


Dr. Ranganathan has given a universally applicable and elaborate 
scheme, based on current concepts and using current terminology and adapt- 
able to all libraries — be they school, college, university, public, technical 
or research. The scheme is indigenous. It is eminently fit for adoption by 
all libraries. 

On Retrieval System Theory, by B. C. Vickery, M.A., London: Butterworth & 
Co., (Publishers) Ltd. 1961. 159p. 30sh. 


The learned author gives in this book a unified presentation of the 
problem of indexing, treating the subject on general theoretical lines. The 
problem, in the words of Calvin Mooers, is to ‘“‘search and retrieve informa- 
tion from storage according to specification by subject’. The old and new 
methods of indexing are considered as a common problem. 


In the first chapter the author explains what he means by Retrieval 
System and Theory. By Retrieval, he discovers documents containing infor- 
mation. Systems vary. The author is concerned with the principles of 
design and operation of systems for the selection of documents containing 
information. 
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In the second chapter he analyses the retrieval systems, primary, 
secondary and tertiary methods, and describes documents, organisation of 
descriptor language, document storage and location, coding and mechanisa- 
tion. 


The third chapter is devoted to the subject description of docu- 
ments. The author feels that little theory has yet developed around this 
key operation in retireval and that more research is urgently needed. 


The descriptor Janguages are probed in the fourth chapter. 


The research for ‘‘a common Janguage for machine searching and 
translation’’ is carried on, and its advantages detailed. 


The next chapter takes up structural models and their use, hierar- 
chical classification, correlative systems, transformations, the optimum level 
of discrimination etc. The importance of the quantitative data on the struc- 
ture and the use of descriptor languages, which are most needed to make the 
models useful, is emphasised. . 


File organisation and coding are discussed'‘in the sixth chapter and 
search procedures in the next. Interlocking and generic relations, and code 
symbols and principles of coding are analysed. Search levels receive a fair 
treatment. 


We are glad that the author has taken up the question of the auto- 
mation of storage and retrieval in a separate chapter. We agree with him 
that “the potential benefits of automatic indexing (formulating entries) are 
great, so that the problem is worth exploring, despite the great difficulties it 
presents.’’ (P. 134). 


After discussing a variety of descriptor language types, file organi- 
sations, coding methods and machine systems, he examines the usage, orga- 
nisation and equipment of each type of system, an assessment of its purpose 
parameters and performance — in brief, as the author says, a comprehensive 
analysis of retrieval systems. The terminology of retrieval is explained in 
the last chapter. 


The book needs a careful study before its real significance can be 
realised. Its real significance lies in the great research done, the collation 
of the relevant data, the clarity of thought and the charming manner in 
which the theoretical lines have been unfolded. 


Libraries of Metropolitan Toronto: A study of library service prepared for the 
Library Trustees’ Council of Toronto and District, by Dr. Ralph Shaw, 1960. 98p. 


Dr. Shaw, Dean of the Graduate School of Library Science at 
Rutgers University in New Jersey, was specially selected from amongst ten 
distinguished library experts in Canada, the USA and Great Britain to make 
a survey of libraries of Metropolitan Toronto. He has done the work well 
and has added a praisworthy book to the literature on library science. 
Though confined to a certain area, the survey refers to problems which are 
common to all countries. We in India can tremendously profit from it. 

The survey covers services to children, adults and technical services. 
Separate chapters are devoted to adult services, special problems, buildings, 
Government and administration. The background is given in the beginning 
and the recommendations are made in the last chapter. 


While vouchsafing the background, the author has not only noticed 
the change in population, but has also visualised the future growth of the 
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areas and its economy. These facts are generally ignored by our librarians 
in making suitable adjustments. 


The author has studied well the costs of the library service per 
capita expenditure vis-a-vis growing municipal expenditures and has given an 
interesting comparison between the library service in Metropolitan Toronto 
and the Canadian Library Association, standards of staff, their salaries, the 
budgets, book collections, etc. Technical services are examined in the fifth 
chapter and service to children in the next. The sixth chapter interests us 
very much for the reason that we have yet to develop children’s libraries on 
scientific lines. We can certainly learn much from the recommendations 
made by Dr. Ralph Shaw. His emphasis on good space and environment, 
well-selected collection of books and staff, scientific interpretation of books 
for children, development of liking for books and reading, easy accessibility 
of books at all times, effective agency in a community programme, and 
development of children’s capacity as an individual — will certainly be our 
guide, along with many of his other suggestions to make the library service 
useful to the adults. In this connection the memorandum on adult education 
and the discussion on information services will be read with interest. 

We commend this survey to all our librarians. 


Public Library Operations and Services : A Short Manual, by C. G. Viswanathan, 
F.L.A., (London). Bombay: Asia Publishing House. 1961. 264p. Rs. 12.00 


How to make library operations and services efficient to cope with 
the rising demands of the mass education programme ? How to improve the 
administration of public libraries in our country? These questions are 
answered by the author in his book. His emphasis is rightly on individual 
initiative and freedom, the spirit of enquiry and research, the choice of judi- 
ous objectives, faith and responsibility. 

The beok covers a wide field — library administrator’s province 
with which it opens the discussion — book selection and ordering, accession 
methods and preparation of books; classification and book display; catalogu- 
ing methods, registration of borrowers; circulation and reservation of books; 
inter-library loan methods and records; library departments and binding and 
preservation of books. The last ten chapters deal with the subjects of library 
statistics, finance, committee work, preparation of annual report, stock veri- 
fication and revision, staff, rules and regulations, printing, stationery and 
supplies and daily routine. Bibliography and glossary cover about seven 
pages. 

The book, being mainly meant for the students of library science, 
does not go into details but is confined toa brief discussion of the subject. 
However, it is based on authoritative works and tries to give all necessary 
knowledge which a librarian requires to run a library efficiently. The author 
stresses the importance of legitimate duties, right methods, routine and equip- 
ment. Beoks have not to be ordered beyond the provision of funds. 


Classification, cataloguing, labelling and circulation have to be done 
scientifically. Inside a library care has to be taken of the shelves, the lend- 
ing stock, the reference section, the display of new books, and reading rooms, 
etc. Little care, the author says, is taken of preservation of books. A sepa- 
rate chapter on this subject is, therefore, welcome. He describes the insects 
which spoil books, and gives the methods of control. The preparation of the 
budget and the annual report and the Committee work are other topics to 
which he has drawn our attention, We are glad that Mr. Viswanathan has 
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not overlooked the need of education for the library staff and organisation. 
His stress on interchange of assistants from one department to another, or 
from one branch to another in a big library will be welcomed as his other 
suggestions to improve the daily routine. 

The book will be found very useful by the students of library science 
as well as by the young custodians of our libraries. Amply illustrated, it 
explains the subjects well. Its brevity does not mar its authoritativeness. 


Lonely God, Lonely Man: A study in the relation.of loneliness to personal de- 
velopment, with a re-evaluation of Christian tradition, by Dean Turner. New 
York : Philosophical Library. 1960. 191p. $3.75 


This book explains the moral purpose of loneliness in human experi- 
ence. According to the learned author “the meaning of loneliness can be 
found only in facing the facts concretely, not in searching for some empty 
abstraction about life that stands outside of and independent of personal, 
individual existence’. His is a plea for spiritual determination and moral 
power and a call for ‘“‘profound engrossment in the immediate experience of 
living.”’ 

The author describes loneliness as a problem in the second chapter 
and then examines its position vis-a-vis creation, perfection, power, the 
morally autonomous man and the suffering care of Jesus, in the chapters 
that follow. 


The author exposes the hallowness of ‘unrealistic conceptions of 
God.” He sees the epitome of loneliness “in the personality of the Suffer- 
ing Man’’. In the suffering of Jesus, he says, we see how loneliness is mean- 
ingful to the act of love, and to the act of moral care. 


Dean Turner finds “meaningful relation between God and man”. 
In the freedom of the will to care, there is, he says, an intelligible relation 
between good and evil. Man’s life is made meaningful by the morel princi- 
ple of growth. 


The author probes good and evil in creation. Loneliness is essential 
to the act of creation, according to him. ‘A human being never creates any- 
thing”’ if he is not lonely. (P. 46). Mystery and loneliness make it possi- 
ble for a person to act. The moral weakness of humanism its false self-suffi- 
ciency and the vanity of its self-limited love. ‘The man who is not grateful 
to the Creator for his existence cannot be deeply grateful to anybody for 
anything”’ (P. 92). 

Man is awed by his existence, says the author. The person who is 
insensitive to the feelings of others, is incapable of sharing the joys of others. 


The author explores Freudian psychoanalytic theory and the ethical 
philosophy and examines the impact of technology on man’s existence. The 
social requisite of all individuals, he says, is that they ‘‘adjust’’ in their 
differences. He gives examples from American life and considers briefly 
“three distinct types of lonely characters in our culture’. Every great phi- 
losopher, he says, has taught that man must awaken to his own self-oppres- 
sion. He asks man to respond to the call of Jesus for a new birth of the spi- 
rit, a change of heart, a condition prior to which a progressive conquest of 
loneliness is impossible (P. 143). Effortful care is the bounty of the great 
man unto himself. No matter what evils come into his life, the great man 
affirms life. He cares fervently for the fruits of God. He believes that God 
can be happy only in sharing his knowledge and love. (P. 190). 
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The book establishes a new nexus between man and man, and man 
and God. It creates goodness out of loneliness to serve humanity. It should 
be real by ali those who believe in God and love human beings. 


Management in American Pen Industry — with lessons for India, by Om P. 
Kaushal. Lucknow: Balkrishna Book Company. 1961. 79p. Rs. 6.00 


This book is based on the author’s personal experiences gained 
through visits to the prominent fountain pen manufacturing firms in the USA, 
i-ngland, Germany and India. These experiences are revealing and our pen 
industry can take advantage of them. 





The author tells us how the industry has been decentralised in the 
USA, how the small-scale production holds its own in the field. Good qua- 
lity nibs are manufactured by a few large firms which supply these to the 
small units. The same manufacturing pattern can be followed in India, main- 
taining standardisation of the shapes and designs of fountain pens ‘‘so that 
the present chaos arising from a multiplicity of brands and varieties of pens’’ 
is eliminated. The author advocates a rational policy which will certainly 
attract notice of the manufacturers of pens in our country. 


The author takes up the development of the fountain pen industry 
in the USA in the first chapter. He examines the work of well-known manu- 
facturers like the L. E. Waterman Company, the Parker Pen Company, the 
W. A. Sheaffer Pen Company, etc. In the second chapter he probes the 
technology of fountain pen manufacture and in the third the place of struc- 
ture of the industry. The question of demand and supply fs thrashed in the 
fourth chapter and the impact of competition in the chapter that follows. 
The summary and conclusions are given in the sixth chapter and ‘some les- 
sons for the Indian Fountain Pen Industry’’ in the last. A bibliography 
follows. 


The author’s account of the work of different companies is too brief 
to be enlightening. We hope he will add more pages in the next edition to 
make it more informative. 


However the brevity has not affected his thesis. Our fountain pen 
industry can greatly benefit from the experiences of the author detailed in 
the book. 


We wish the author had examined the work of some of our manu- 
facturers in a separate chapter and compared their position with the produ- 
cers in the USA. This comparison would have been helpful to the students 
of economics as well as the producers in general. 


Still, this book helps us know where we stand and points out to us 
the path we should follow. 





APPOINTMENTS 


Mr. R. K. Goel, District Librarian, Jullundur has been transferred 
to Dharamsala. He has been succeeded by Mr. Amrik Singh, District Lib- 
rarian, Dharamsala. 
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Acronyms Dictionary : A Guide to Alphabetic Designations, Contractions, and 
Initialisms. Detroit 26. Michigan : Gale Research Company. 1960. 211ip. $10.00 


This valuable reference book is designed to ‘‘translate’’ the “‘initial- 
ese’’ used so widely today in conversation and printed form. 

It contains more than 1),000 such acronyms—abbreviations, alpha- 
betic designations, and initialism in common usage today. Included are 
those used for: Government agencies; associations; military terms; United 
Nations and international agencies; business firms; colleges and universities; 
rockets and missiles; aerospace, scientific and electronic equipment terms; 
labour organisations. 

Many organizations and terms are better known by acronym than 
official title. For example : CARE (Cooperative American Remittances for 
Everywhere), DEW Line (Distant Early Warning), JEEP (General purpose 
truck), new model called MUTT (Military Utility Tactical Truck). Examples 
of other acronyms include WAC, WAVES, NAM, CIO, GOP, NEA, OGPU, 
NAZI, RADAR and UNICEF, MAMIE, MANIAC, MOBOT, ECHO, FIDO, 
MAFIA, ROTC, MOBIDIC, EAMAC, UNIVAC, IBM, HELIOS, YMCA, 
F&AM, IOOF, USAR, USN, SAC. An editorial introduction preceding the 
individual listings traces the origin, historical development and current sta- 
tus of acronym usage. 

A very practical and quick reference tool for Technical and Research 
libraries, Information Centres and Government and International onesdébabnddsaasdsscaksssbsbiisic 
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Face to Face with Khrushchev, by Khwaja Ahmad Abbas. Delhi: Rajpal & 
Sons. 1960 220p. Rs. 12.00 


Mr. Abbas has here gathered all the important aspects of the life 
Khrushchov lived before he came into the limelight and of the life he lives 
today. It is a convincing portriat and so intelligently recorded that we get 
a rapid survey of the circumstances which have moulded the views and perso- 
nality of the Soviet Prime Minister, the departure he has made from the 
Stalinist era, the social forces in the Soviet Union which have led to this de- 
parture and a well-documented survey of his views on a variety of important 
problems. The book is remarkable for the author’$ power of recollection and 
his gift for describing people and places in the Soviet Union. The writing is 
both polished and farcically humorous. 


Sri Sri Sadgura Sanga (in Hindi language). 3 vols. Rs. 9/- (Manager, Sri 
Sri Sadguru Sanga Publications, 14B, Bhupendra Basu Avenue, Calcutta-4. India) 


This book contains the religious teachifigs, spiritual activities and 
phenomenal episodes during the life time of the great Vaisnava Preceptor Sri 
Sri Bejoy Krishna Goswamiji as kept in personal diary and depicted by his 
most fayourite Sannyasi disciple sremat Kuladananda Brahmachari whom 
Dr. Sarbapalli Radhakrishnan, Vice-President, Republic of India has des- 
cribed as “‘one of the great representative saints of modern India’’. Goswami- 
ji’s teachings have been presented in a remarkable manner in this book which 
contains solution of many problems arising during the course of practice in 
Vajan Sadhan — distracted humanity will find a solution of its baffling prob- 
lems in them. 


It is an oasis in the worldly desert of want, worries, and anguish. 
The book will pring home to the nations of the world what India can contri- 
bute to world civilisation. It will bear testimony to the distinctiveness of 
Indian thought and more particularly to India’s ancient cultural heritage. 
The book had tbe blessings of Goswamijiin that it would be read in every 
home as a religious guide after a century. 


Britain: An Official Handbook. 1961 Edition. London : Central Office of 
Information. 1961. 580p. 13s. 6d. (Rs. 10.80 mP. Paperbound and Rs 20.00 
clothbound (excluding postage). Obtainable from H. M.S. 0. Sales Section, 
British Information Services, Shanti Path, Chanakyapuri. New Delhi-21 


This 1961 edition has been completely revised, 12th in the series, 
covers up to September 1960. 


It is a storehouse of information — concise yet comprehensive — 


on Britain, her people and Government, her economy, social welfare, housing 
and planning, transport and communication, industry, finance, trade, labour, 
the sciences and arts, the press, broadcasting, sport, and numerous other as- 
pects of the national life. It is fully indexed, is well illustrated by photo- 
graphs, maps, diagrams, and has a 30 — page bibliography relating to each 
section of the handbook. 

Diamond Jubilee Souvenir, 1901-1961. 2388p. Rs. 15.00. Diamond Jubilee 
Commemmoration Volume, 164p. Rs. 3.00. Edited by V.P. Varma. Pilani : 
Birla Education Trust. 

This well-produced Souvenir pictures the progress of Pilani in inte- 
resting prose and instructive illustrations. The contributors to the Commemo- 
ration Volume include : Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyer; S. N, Banerjee, Ex-Vice 
Chancellor, Calcutta University; Dr. K. L. Sahal, Principal, Birla Arts College, 
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M. M. Varma, Chairman, Board of Higher Secondary Education, . Rajasthan; 
P. N. Mathur, Banasthli Vidyapith; B.C. Das, Indian Statistical Institute, 
Calcutta; Prof. R. S. Subramaniam; J. A. K. Martyn, Headmaster, Doon 
School, Dehradun; J.T.M. Gibson, Principal, Mayo College, Ajmer; J.S. Mehta, 
Director of Education, Rajasthan and Ur. M. S. Krishnan. 


These publications present an inspiring record of the Birla Educa- 
tion Trust, the highest tradition of enlightened philanthropy can do in combi- 
nation with the highest ideals of nation building endeavour in the vital field 
of popular and higher education. 


As a pioneer in education the Birla Education Trust has rendered 
invaluable services to this nation building-activity. The metamorphosis of 
a tiny Pathshala into an institution of the stature and magnitude of Vidya 
Vihar with its palatial buildings, beautiful lawns and providing all modern 
amenities of life to its inhabitants, is indeed a romantic story, relating a saga 
of devotion, sacrifice, service and loyalty. The existence of these fine insti- 
tutions is a tribute to the munificence of the Birla family, the imagination 
and vision of Shri Ghanshyamdas ji Birla and the organising skill and inde- 
fatigable industry of Kulpati S.D.: Pande. The Diamond Jubilee function 
was inaugurated by the Prime Ministery Jawaharlal Nehru. 
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Philosophy and the American Heritage, by Johnson D. Hill and Walter E. 

Stuermann. New York: Philosophical Library. 1961. 192p. $4.75. / 

Principles of Cartesian Philosophy, by Baruch Spinoza. New York : Philoso- 
phical Library. 1961. 192p. $4.75. / 

Public Library Operations and Services : A short manual, by C. G. Viswa- 
nathan. Bombay: Asia Publishing House. 1961. 264p. Rs. 12.00. i I 

Sri Sri Sadguru Sanga. Vol. 1 to 3. Rs. 9.00. (Manager, Sri Sri Sadguru ‘ 
Sanga Publications, 14B, Bhupendra Avenue, Calcutta-4.) I 

State Standards for Public Libraries, by Rose Vainstein and Marian Magg. 

Washington : US Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. 1960. C 
85p. 35 Cents. 

Textbooks in Print formerly the American Educational Catalog 1961. Edi- C 
ted by Phyllis B. Steckler. New York: R.R. Bowker Company. $3.00 
net pp. each E 

The Card and Repair of Books, by Harry Miller Lydenberg and John Archer 
Revised by John Alden. New York: R.R. Bowker Company. 1960. - F; 
122p. $6.15 net. 

The Cataloging-in Source Experiment : A Report to the Librarian of Congress G: 
by the Director of the Processing Department. Washington: Library of 19 
Congress. 1960. 199p. Gi 

The Philosophy of Mahatama Gandhi, by Dhirendra Mohan Datta. Madison 
6, Wisconsin: The University of Wisconsin Press. 1961. 154p. $1.50. Hi 

The Voice of Freedom : Selected Speeches of Pandit Motilal Nehru; Edited : 
by K. M. Panikkar and A. Pershad. Bombay: Asia Publishing House. In 
1961. 563p. Rs. 15.00. 

Unit Limitation of Carrier’s Liability: The Hague Rules Art IV (5): A Int 
Study in Comparative Maritime Law. by Erling Selving. Oslow: Oslow I 
University Press. 1961. 264p. 40s. or $8.00. ~%, 

U. S. National Bibliography and the Copyright Law: An historical study, 1 
by Joseph W. Rogers. New York: R. R. Bowker Company. 1960. 115p. Lar 
$5.00. 

World Hostory : Our Heritage, by M. Mujeeb. Bombay: Asia Publishing Lib 
House. 1960. 344p. Rs. 14.00. t 

1 

Los 

L 

e Mar 

K 

Neh 

Li 

Don’t Forget to Renew Your Subscription to ee ; 

THE INDIAN LIBRARIAN Out! 

Lc 

For 1961—62, Vol. 16 Pane 

- 

Order Direct or Through Same Agents hes 
as Last Year 

Printer 

by hin 


68 INDIAN LIBRARIAN 














BOOKS RECEIVED 


American Book Trade Directory. 15th Edition. Edited by Eleanor Steiner- 
Prag. New York: R.R. Bowker Company. 1961. 673p. $25.00 

Annual Report of The Librarian of Congress for the Fiscal vear ending June 
30, 1960. Washington : Library of Congress. 1961. 156p. 

Author Table for Indian Names. Calcutta: National Library. 1960. 255p. 
Rs. 9.50 nP. or 15s. 

Best Books for Children. 3rd Edition. Edited by Patricia Hunt Allen. 
New York: R. R. Bowker Company. 1961. 208p. $3.00 net pp. 

Britain : An Official Handbook 1961 Edition. London: Central Office of 
Information. 1961. 580p. 13s. 6d. 

Cockney Phonology, by Eva Sivertsen. (Oslow Studies in English, No. 8). 
Oslow : Oslow University Press. 1960. 28lp. 35s. or $7.00. 

Craft and Contemporary Culture, by Seonaid Mairi Robertson for Unesco. 
Paris: Unesco. 1961. 160p. $3.50 or 17s. 6d. net. 

Elements of Indian Income-Tax, by Ram Niwas Lakhotia. 4th Revised edi- 
tion. Ahmedabad-14: Asha Publishing House, 1961. 208p. Rs. 3.80 nP. 

Fights, Games and Debates, by Anatol Rapoport. Ann Arbor: The Uni- 
versity of Michigan Press. 1960. 400p. $6.95. 

Gandhi (Mr.) by Ranjee Shahani. New York: The Macmillan Company. 

1961. 211p. $4.95. 

Gian di Khoj, by Jagdish Saran Sharma: Translated in Panjabi bv Jaginder 
Singh Ramdev. Delhi: S. Chand & Co., 1961. 154p. Rs. 2.56 nP. 

Hungarian abbreviations : A selective list; compiled by Elemer Bako. 
Washington : Library of Congress. 1961. 146p. 45 Cents. 
India and the United States, Edited and with an Introduction by Selig S. 
Harrison. New York: The Macmillan Company. 1961. 244p. $5.95. 
Intellectual Foundation of Faith, by Henry Nelson Wieman. New York: 
Philosophical Library. 1961. 212p. $3.75. 

“Jativa Granthapanji, 1958’’ (the Bengal Section ef the Indian National Bib- 
liography). Calcutta: State Bureau of Education. 1959. 296p. 

Language problems and world unity, by Dr. Bhabes Chandra Chaudhuri. 
Jalpaiguri P.O. : The Jnana Sadhak Publishing House. 1961. 60p. Rs: 2.50 

Libraries of Metropolitan Toronto: A Study of Library service prepared for 
the Library Trustees’ Council of Toronto and District, by Dr. Ralph Shaw. 
1960. 98p. 

Lost Legends of Israel, by Dagobert D. Runes. New York: Philosophical 
Library. 1961. 90p. $2.75. 

Management in American Pen Industry with lessons from India, by Om P. 
Kaushal Lucknow : Balkrishan Book Company. 1961. 79p. Rs. 6.00. 
Nehru: A Political Biography. by Michael Brecher. (Abridged Edition). 

London : Oxford University Press. 1961. 267p. Ks. 6.00. 
On Retrieval System Theory, bv B. C. Vickery. London : Butterworth & Co., 
(Publishers) Ltd. 1961. 159p. 30s. 
Outrageous Fortune: Critical studies in Hamlet and King Lear, by Olva 
Lokse. Oslow : Oslow University Press. 1960. 192p. 18s. or $3.00. 
Paperbound Books in Print (11,500) Spring 1961 Issue., Edited by Olga S. 
Weber. New York : R.R. Bowker Company. 1961. Vol. 6, no. 1. 448p. 
$2.00 net pp. single copy. $6.00 for a quarterly subscription. 
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